
the

Official Magazine of the NATIONAL WATERMELON ASSOCIATION

May/June 2006

TAMPA, FL 33634

Small Business 
Health Care

Specialty Crop 
Block Grant

2007 
Farm Bill

Immigration 
     Legislation

Next Issue: 
Vine Decline
--Spring Trials       
       Report
--Fall Trials & Plans



Growing and Shipping All Varieties
from the following points, as the deal progresses

Immokalee & Chiefland, FL and
Raleigh, NC

For Telephone numbers at field points
Phone (919) 231-7546

ETHERIDGE PRODUCE

WATERMELONS

Gordon Etheridge 
or 

Mike Caruthers
Raleigh, North Carolina

Residence: (919) 231-7546

LLC
,

2006

Bulk Bin Packaging, Nunhems

International Paper, Sygenta Seeds, Temple-Inland

Global Produce, Jackson Farming Company,
Missouri-Arkansas Watermelon Association, 
Seminis, Tri-Wall

Corporate Sponsors

Sundia, Alabama Watermelon Association, Florida Watermelon 
Association, Georgia Watermelon Association, Illiana Water-
melon Association, Mar-Del Watermelon Association, North 
Carolina Watermelon Association, South Carolina Watermelon 
Association, Texas Watermelon Association



the

National Watermelon Association, Inc.
1305 West Dr. MLK Jr. Boulevard – Suite 1 Box 4 

Plant City, FL 33563
813.754.7575 fax 813.754.1118

www.nationalwatermelonassociation.com

The Vineline is published bi-monthly by the National 
Watermelon Association, serving the industry 
Nationwide since 1914. All rights reserved, except 
where otherwise noted. Printed in the USA. To 
subscribe or to change the address of a current 
mailing, please call the NWA office in Plant City.

Subscription rates: USA and Canada, no charge to 
NWA member. All others, U.S. subscriptions, $30.00 
per year (U.S. Dollars); Canadian Subscriptions, 
$40.00 per year (U.S. Dollars); Other foreign subscrip-
tions, $50.00 per year (U.S. Dollars). Single copy price 
$6.00 plus postage.

All Statements, including product claims, are those 
of the person or organization making the statement 
or claim as it’s own, and any such statement or 
claim does not necessarily reflect the opinion of the 
publisher.

Executive Director 
 Bob Morrissey     

Editor 
Amanda Dixon 

Layout & Design 
             Derek Reusser                       

Printer   
Interprint Printing                     

Contributing Writers
Eleanor Bullock

Mark Arney
                                        
                                                                                                             

General Ad Rates

Full Page (Full/4 Color)....................$400.00
Full Page (Black & White)...............$200.00
Half Page (Full/4 Color)..................$350.00
Half Page (Black & White).............$140.00
Quarter Page (Black & White)......$115.00
For more information call the NWA Office 

in Plant City, FL. 813.754.7575

What’s 
Inside?

NWPB Update...........................

Feature Story.............................

National Report.....................

State Reports..........................

7

15
18

8



                                                                OFFICERS STAFF
President Brent Jackson Executive Director Robert Morrissey, Jr

1st Vice President Bradley O'Neal Secretary-Treasurer Amanda Dixon
2nd Vice President Nowell Borders Promotion Coordinator Eleanor Bullock

Chairman Jody Land 2006 National Queen Candice Fralish

Jim Auchard Adrian Land Gene Browning Arnold Mack
Jim Ayoob Charlie Lankford Percy Bunch Gerald Mann
Doyle Bennett John Lapide A.R. Chapman Craig Mathis
Chris Bloebaum Chandler Mack Doug Dickerson Joe Marinaro
Mark Browning Garrett Mann Bobby Dietz Art Perry
Micheal Bunch Kelly Marinaro Matt Dietz Bruce Price
Mike Caruthers Ramon Murillo Gordon Etheridge Herman Sanchez
David Coates John Nowaskie Anita Field Buster Savioli
Mark Collins Jim Schmidt Gerald Funderburk Tommy Smith
John Corsaro Joe Simmons Ray Gilliland William Toadvine
Frank Day Billy Smith Donald Hales Phil Turner
Kenny Frey Carrie Smith Carr Hussey Thomas Vincent
Will Hales Paul Teague Raymon J Land W.R. "Bill" Ward
Clifford Hamilton Dan Thomas C.M."Buddy" Leger Clyde Ware
Brent Harrison Paul Wiggins Greg Leger V-CHM Jim Zaferis 
Don Hiller Al Wroten Wallace Luffman

STATE CHAPTER PRESIDENTS
AL - Jim Mastropietro GA - Don Wood Grover Bowers H.R. Lawson
CA-AZ - Eric Champion IN-IL - Dennis Mouzin R.A. Cockrell Hugh Lightsey
FL - David Coates MAR-DEL - Jimmy Lee Goslee Lester Faulhaber Ralph Meitin
MO-AR - Rich Novak SC - Stephen Still Mack Garner Howard Sorrells
NC - Gloria Richardson TX-OK - Paul Bowling W.W. Glenn Vincent "Jim" Vitale

Josephine Hughes Mary Beth Welby

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE EXECUTIVE COUNCIL

LIFETIME COUNCIL

Jackson Farming Company
Fresh Fruits and Vegetables

Shippers And Growers
Brent Jackson, Rodney Jackson,

Mike Page, Mike Gobble

3171 Ernest Williams Road
Autryville, NC 28318

Phone: 910-567-2202
Fax: 910-567-6321
www.jfcmelons.com

Specializing inWatermelons
Cantaloupes, & Pumpkins

Celebrating 25 Years
1981-2006

Jackson Farming Company
Fresh Fruits and Vegetables

Shippers And Growers
Brent Jackson, Rodney Jackson,

Mike Page, Mike Gobble

3171 Ernest Williams Road
Autryville, NC 28318

Phone: 910-567-2202
Fax: 910-567-6321
www.jfcmelons.com

Specializing inWatermelons
Cantaloupes, & Pumpkins

Celebrating 25 Years
1981-2006



Greetings Watermelon Family,

I do hope this finds you having a wonderful year so far, and eating plenty of 
watermelons. I know it has seemed like we would never get started, but here 
we are in the middle of Memorial Day shipping and watermelon season has 
officially begun. From what I have seen this season the watermelon crops have 
been of excellent quality and the growing and shipping weather has been 
excellent, except for the dry spells we have experienced. But I am so thankful 
man still can’t control the weather. I believe it is part of what makes agriculture 
so exciting. As the old saying goes “the only thing constant is change”.  

Debbie, Amanda, and Bob have already started working on ways to hopefully 
make the 2007 convention as exciting and enjoyable as the 2006 convention was 
in Lake Tahoe. Without letting the cat out of the bag, I will say, it could 
certainly be a watermelon “mystery event” like never before. More information 
will be forthcoming during the next few months, as this “mystery event” 
unravels. We are also working on another great line up of wonderful and 
informative speakers and roundtable discussions concerning the most pressing 
issues of our industry. 

Bob is making great progress in making contacts and setting up appointments 
in Washington DC on behalf of the NWA, and in cooperation with the United 
Fresh Fruits and Vegetable Association. He is getting our issues in front of  key 
leaders that can help shape the future for our industry, concerning diseases, the 
Lane, OK research facility, and grants to assist our current Queen and promo-
tion program. 

Queen Candice and Eleanor have already begun being goodwill Ambassadors 
for our industry and will soon be busy as bees promoting our own “nature’s 
treat”, throughout this spring and summer season.

 I will close for now and wish everyone a safe, happy and prosperous growing 
and shipping season. As always “let’s keeping eating more watermelons”!
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The International Fresh-cut Produce Association’s (IFPA) Fresh-Cut Expo was held April 26-29 in Baltimore, Mary-
land. More than 1,500 fresh-cut industry executives came to the largest turnout in the show’s 19-year history.  The 
National Watermelon Promotion Board (NWPB) and IFPA had recently worked closely to identify and address issues 
and opportunities to improve the quality and sales of fresh-cut watermelon.  

Moving more watermelon in non-traditional parts of the year is consistent with the NWPB goal to promote water-
melon consumption year-round as a healthy, everyday choice.  The result of IFPA  cooperation was the establishment 
of the new Melon Working Group within the IFPA.  

“IFPA is dedicated to forming partnerships just like this within the produce industry that foster greater knowledge 
and experience with fresh-cut.  We want to be the source for support in growing this profitable category”, said Jerry 
Welcome, President of IFPA. 

The Melon Working Group kicked off with its first new break-out session addressing watermelon and the melon 
category at this year’s Fresh-Cut Expo 2006. President Brent Harrison represented the NWPB and spoke during the 
Melon Working Group session.  Slides from Brent’s presentation are available by contacting the NWPB.

Brent Harrison, Bill Winsemann and Mark Arney of the NWPB Brent Harrison, President of the NWPB

          

Fresh-cut Expo is the only trade show and business/technical conference dedicated to the technology, science and 
market innovations behind value-added produce. This was the first ever session dedicated solely to melons that the 
group has sponsored. IFPA and United Fresh Fruit & Vegetable Association announced plans to merge and offer both 
memberships a higher level of value to meet critical challenges facing the fresh produce industry.



us, and me. But we are making strides



as follows.



in farm cash receipts, repre-





Quantities are limited--- Everything Must Go!

Watermelon Promotional ItemsClearance Sale
$12.00 

(includes mailing)

Watermelon Ball Cap

NWA Ball Cap

AVAILABLE IN RED OR 
BROWN BRIM

$15.00 
(includes mailing)

Stadium 
Blanket

(available in red or 
green)

$20.00 
(includes mailing)

Golf  Shirt:
Limited quantities 

in S, L and XL

$25.00 
(includes mailing)

Watermelon Jean Shirts:
Regular and Button-

Down collars available
Regular collar in XL and XXL

Button-Down collar in S, L, XL and XXL

$25.00 
(includes mailing)

Baseball 
Shirt:

Limited quantities in 
M, L and XL

$20.00 
(includes mailing)

Ladies T-Shirts:
Limited quantities in white and red

White includes S, L and XL
Red includes M, L and XL

$20.00 
(includes mailing)

Tie-Dye 
Shirt:

Limited quantities in 
M, L, XL and XXL

$20.00 
(includes mailing)

Watermelon Tee 
Shirt:

Adult and Youth sizes available in 
limited quantities

Youth sizes in S, M, L and XL 
Adult sizes in XL and XXL

$10.00 (includes mailing) 

 

Watermelon Fun 
Tee Shirt:

Adult and Youth sizes available 
in limited quantities

Youth sizes in S, M, L, and XL
Adult sizes in S, M, L and XL

$10.00 (includes mailing) 
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1978-2005

800-624-2123
773-254-2300

Cell: 708-932-3226

Fax: 773-254-5063

Fax: Oct-April 708-429-9402

Warehouse: 4532 S. Kolin Ave. 

Chicago, IL 60632

Office: P.O. Box 2215

Orland Park, IL 60462

Just a Reminder!
Please update your contact information
for the National Watermelon Association

Our new address is:
1305 W. MLK Jr. Blvd.

Suite 1 – Box 4
Plant City, FL 33563

Telephone – 813.754.7575
Toll Free – 800.838.0209

Fax – 813.754.1118

NWA E-mail address – nwa@tampabay.rr.com

Bob Morrissey’s E-mail address – 
bmorrissey@tampabay.rr.com

Amanda Dixon’s E-mail address – 
amandadixon@tampabay.rr.com

Congratulations to 
Paul and Missy Bowling 

On their new baby girl! 

Berkleigh Kay 
7.9 lbs and 18 1/2” long 

and she is perfect! 



National Report

     Candice Fralish, 2006 National Watermelon Queen, 
began her tour less than two weeks after her crowning 
during the NWA convention in Lake Tahoe. Candice is 
excited about her year, and is looking forward to working 
for you. We have some very exciting promotions planned 
for the months ahead

Illiana Convention
     Our first stop was the Illiana Watermelon Convention. 
We were welcomed warmly. Rich Novak treated us to din-
ner; we were joined by the Brad Tony family. Thank You 
Rich! It was great catching up with the watermelon fam-
ily! Brad put together a breakfast and tour of the Amish 
country for several of us visiting the area.
   Kristy and Elizabeth had an exciting competition 
planned. We enjoyed the growers meeting and check-
ing out all the exhibits. Illiana President, John Nowaskie 
and wife Doris certainly planned and enjoyable conven-
tion with dinner and dancing for the Presidents reception. 
They had a record breaking auction and attendance.
      We enjoyed the opportunity to visit with NWA Presi-
dent Brent Jackson and wife Debbie, as well as NWA Ex-
ecutive Director, Bob Morrissey. It was an outstanding 
convention! Congratulations to Miss Alexis Vice, on be-
ing crowned the 2006 Illiana Watermelon Queen! We look 
forward to spending time with you! I’m sure a wonderful 
year awaits you!Special thanks to the Illiana Association 
for sponsoring us!
    

Florida Convention
     Next stop, beautiful Sarasota, Florida for the annual 
Florida Watermelon convention. En route from the airport 
in Tampa, Candice and I made a stop by the NWA office 
in Plant City, Florida. We enjoyed the opportunity to visit 
with Bob and Amanda! It was a great chance to check out 
the new office in Plant City. Thank you both!
     We were dinner guests of Chuck Elam and Russ Beck-
ham of Abbott & Cobb, and were joined by Carr and Jane 
Hussey. Thanks Chuck and Russ! 
     It was good to see all of our Floridian friends and Wa-
termelon family! Mike and Carol Caruthers
had an excellent convention! Good Food and Entertain-
ment!
     It was good to see the Florida queen, Kelly Addison. 
We also visited with Sharon McCall. They were both busy 
all weekend! Congratulations to Katie Grantham of Arca-
dia, Florida on being chosen the 2006 Florida Watermelon 
Queen! You are sure to have a great year!
I was so excited to visit with my 1992 National Queen 
Bonnie Mullins-Settle, and my 1996 National Queen, 

Holley Brown Murphy, and both their beautiful daugh-
ters! 
     Congratulations to FWA on their most successful auc-
tion ever! Thanks again to the FWA for sponsoring us to 
your convention.

NWPB Seminar 
     The National Watermelon Promotion Board hosted 
their annual training seminar in Orlando. It’s all about 
Watermelons! This informative session is sure to be help-
ful to our National Queen, and all the State Queens and 
their runner-ups that attended. The session included inter-
view and video taping tips, followed by critiquing. Also 
included were tips on traveling, dressing, body language, 
demo how to’s, and understanding the media. Leslie Cole-
man went over key messages for watermelon. 
     We thank Mark, Leslie, Stephanie, Rebekah, and Gor-
don for a very successful day! We also thank NWPB for 
a delicious dinner!
     Until next printing! Enjoy Healthy and Delicious Wa-
termelon Everyday!!

Eleanor Bullock
NWA Promotion
229.273.8638 or 229.322.9933 
email, eleanor@websign.net
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Dinner with Rich, Brad, Angie and Son two pretty ladies!

 IWA President John Nowaskie and Candice visit Elizabeth and Candice congratulate Alexis

Candice enjoys NWA President Brent Jackson and his wife 
Debbie

Thank You Anita!

Candice poses with Kristy and Elizabeth visits with Amanda and Bob at the NWA office
16



Good Pals...Candice and Kelly Thank You Mike and Carol

Kelly and Candice with all the FWA contestants Congratulations Katie!

Holley and Halley Murphy at the FWA auction Thank You NWPB

Mark and the girls

17
Candice poses with Bonnie and Macey



Alabama Report

Greetings everyone from our Alabama Watermelon As-
sociation,

Our 2006 AWA Queen Catherine is off to a great start!  
Catherine attended the FWA Convention held in Sarasota 
at the beautiful Hyatt Resort and Spa April 1st and 2nd.  
Congratulations to Katie Grantham on being crowned the 
2006 FWA Queen.  The fi rst event during the convention 
for Catherine to participate in was the seed spit contest.  
We  held our breath, watched as her seed sailed through 
the air and screamed with delight as the seed fl ew to an 
unbelievable distance of 311⁄2 feet. Yes, Catherine was 
the overall winner at the FWA Convention.  Way to go 
Catherine!  We would like to thank the following people 
for sponsorship to this convention:  David Coates, Rose 
Elliotte, Myron Harrison, Bill Johnson, Terry Jones, Jim 
Mastropietro, Ken Mears, Tommy Smith, Harry Vaughn, 
Arnold Mack, Kelly Marinaro and Doyle Bennett.  Thanks 
to each of you for getting Catherine off to a great start for 
her 2006 AWA Queen reign!

Our AWA sponsored Queen Catherine and 1st Runner-Up 
Jennifer Himburg to attend the annual NWPB Meeting 
held in Orlando on April 22nd.  Mark Arney, Gordon Hunt, 
Leslie Coleman and Stephanie Simek did an awesome job 
explaining in detail exactly how to get our message out...
EAT MORE WATERMELON!  Catherine and Jennifer 
left the in-depth seminar armed with the knowledge to 
handle in-store promotions, television, radio, magazine, 
and newspaper interviews.  After an intense day of learn-
ing we were treated to a wonderful dinner at Houlihan’s 
by the NWPB.  Thank you to the AWA for sponsoring 
Catherine and Jennifer.  They now have the confi dence 
and tools to promote our association for the year ahead.  and tools to promote our association for the year ahead.  

 Catherine is being sponsored by Rose Elliotte and Ronda 
Elliotte with Don Green Melon Sales, Inc., to attend the 
Newberry Watermelon Festival May 12th and 13th.  This 
will launch her Florida Tour for the south region.  We will 
be visiting with and learning from Arnold Mack, Kelly 
Marinaro, Eugene Tolar, Tommy Smith, David Coates, 
Eric Hammons, Tom Holbert of Wal-Mart, Jim Mastropi-
etro and Rose Elliotte.  As many of you know, our NWA 
Queen Candice benefi ted greatly from the three Florida 
Tours we did last summer.  I am certain our AWA Queen 
Catherine will benefi t greatly as well.  

Billy Smith will be sponsoring Catherine for the Chief-
land Watermelon Festival June 2nd and 3rd.  This is also 
one of our favorite tours as we are always surprised at 
what comes about during our visits to Billy’s offi ce and 
packing house.  You never know whom our queen will run 
into or where she will go on an evening ride...can’t wait!

Catherine will be graduating from high school in May and 
will be attending the University of Mobile in the fall.   She 
will receive a major in music and minor in forensic sci-
ence...just ask her how she came up with that combina-
tion!  Catherine has a wonderful and exciting year ahead.   
Please, let us know what we can do for you and how we 
can further promote our association. Until then, a great 
and successful watermelon season to each of you.

Cindy Vaughn
AWA Promotion Coordinato
www.alwatermelon.org
352-314-5988 home   407-448-3780 cell



 AWA Queen Catherine arriving at the Hyatt Sarasota for the 
FWA Convention.

AWA Queen Catherine and NWA Queen Candice with incoming 
FWA President David Coates.  Hey David, we really like your hat!

Catherine was 
the overall 
winner of 
the seed spit 
at the FWA 
Convention.  
Honestly 
this is true...
she spit her 
seed 31 1⁄2 
inches!!!  Way 
to go Cath-
erine! Billy and Corlise Smith...

During the auction Harry Vaughn purchased a really cool wa-
termelon bowling ball for Catherine.  

Myron Harrison...and Catherine

AWA President Jim Mastropietro presenting Catherine with a 
beautiful watermelon slice necklace purchased by the AWA.  

Arnold Mack and Brenda getting to know Catherine during the 
FWA Banquet. 19
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What a year to look forward to for these four queens:  GWA 
Queen Jenna, AWA Queen Catherine, FWA Queen Katie and 

TWA Queen Emily.

Our new group of young ladies taking a break during the 
NWPB meeting held in Orlando.

Always a treat for a new queen to get to know Cheryl Hicks.

Catherine had a great time meeting everyone during the 
NWPB meeting.

Catherine is looking forward to her year ahead with Jean and 
Kelly Marinaro.

Thank you Mark, Gordon, Leslie and Stephanie for the won-
derful dinner at Houlihan’s.     

Catherine’s trip to Sarasota, FL, would not have been complete 
without a trip to the beach.  What fun!
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Florida Report
Watermelon Greetings from The Sunshine State!

The 38th Annual Florida Watermelon Convention was 
held March 31-April 2 in beautiful Sarasota.  This year’s 
convention was dedicated to Robert (Bob) Valentine, a 
lifetime friend and dedicated member of the Florida Wa-
termelon Association, who is truly missed by all of us.  
The convention was filled with workshops and activities 
which included various industry issues and new dimen-
sions for the ever changing economy and production 
needs.    A special thanks to Mike and Carol Caruthers for 
planning and hosting a great convention.  

This year’s auction was a record breaking event.  The 
King Buyer for Loads Award was presented to Wal-Mart 
buyer Tom Holbert.  The King Auction Buyer Award was 
presented to M.G. Ford.  Load #23, donated by Global 
Produce sold for the most per pound at the auction.  A spe-
cial thanks to all of the Auction Load Donors and Buyers, 
and to each of you who donated or purchased items at the 
auction to make it one of our most successful ever!  

Two distinctive awards are annually given to members 
at the Florida Watermelon Convention.  The recipient of 
the Outstanding Service Award is a dedicated member of 
FWA who has exhibited quality features in all areas of 
service to the industry.  This year the Outstanding Ser-
vice Award was presented to John Lapide.  The Lifetime 
Achievement Award is presented to a longtime member 
who has led and excelled in all aspects of the industry and 
association.  The 2006 Lifetime Achievement Award was 
presented to Tommy Smith.  

After an exciting weekend of competition, Saturday 
evening’s banquet ended with the crowning of the 2006 
Florida Watermelon Queen - Miss Katie Grantham of Fort 
Ogden, who also received the Miss Jubilee award.  The 
first runner-up is Miss Katie Hunt of Gainesville and sec-
ond runner-up is Miss Catie Walton of Bell.  Thanks to El-
len Valentine and Shawn Shurley for the Robert Valentine 
Memorial Scholarship to our new queen and to Tri-Wall 
(Ken Mears) and Highland Corporation for scholarships 
to the new queen and first runner-up.  Thanks also to the 
queen contestant sponsors who made it possible for the 
young ladies to compete:  International Paper, Indian Hills 
Produce, Arcadia Watermelon Association, Coates Farm 
Produce, Hanshaw Sales, Murray Tillis Melons, New-
berry Watermelon Festival, and Mike Caruthers.  Con-
gratulations Katie - welcome to our watermelon family, 
we look forward to a great year of promoting our favorite 
product!

A special thanks to the following promotion sponsors who 
made the queen program a success in 2005:  Billy Smith’s 
Watermelons, Browning & Sons, Bruce Hanshaw Sales, 
Bruce Leber Company, Cheryl Hicks-PCA, Coates Farm 
Produce, David Hobbs Produce, Don Green Melon Sales, 
Eugene Tolar, Etheridge Produce, Florida Watermelon 
Association, Global Produce Sales, Gordon Etheridge, 
Heather Raulerson-PCA, J.R. Sales, LaBelle Plant World, 
Lafayette County Sheriff Carson McCall, Lamar Rou Pro-
duce, Larry Bullock, Leathers Melon Sales, M.G. Ford 
Produce, McMelon, Mike Caruthers, Murray Tillis Mel-
ons, Nature’s Choice Produce, Paul Sawyer, Phil Turner 
Farms, Ray Land Productions, Raymon Land Watermelon 
Sales, Rich Chastain Melon Sales, S & O Farms, Sexton 
Produce, Southern Corporate Packers, Sunny Fresh, Sun 
State Produce, C & L Packing, International Paper, and 
Tri-Wall.

Congratulations to our new FWA officers:  President-
David Coates, 1st Vice President-Paul Sawyer, 2nd Vice 
President-Rich Chastain, and Chairman of the Board-
Mike Caruthers.  

Governor Jeb Bush has proclaimed June 4-10, 2006 as 
Florida Watermelon Week.  A poster contest was held for 
Kindergarten through 5th Grade students from through-
out Florida.  A record number of entries were received 
and the winning posters will be displayed throughout the 
state during Florida Watermelon Week.  If you would like 
to join in the celebration or sponsor a promotion, please 
contact me.   .....   We wish all of you a very prosperous 
season.  

Sharon McCall, FWA Promotion Coordinator
4898 SW CR 300
Mayo, FL  32066
(386)294-2616
Cell:  (386)590-4834
Fax: (386)294-2646



President Mike Caruthers and First Lady Carol welcome the 
Queen Contestants to the FWA Convention.

Queen Contestants 
found time for a little 
clowning around in 
Sarasota.

FWA Board Members Contestants are ready for the evening gown competition. 

Ann Sanchez and Doris Ayoob enjoy visiting 
at the convention.

John Lapide 
receives the Out-
standing Service 

Award from 
1st VP David 

Coates. 

Grandmother Annette introduces Baby Joseph Lee Land to his 
watermelon family. 

 President 
Mike Caruthers 

presents Tommy 
Smith with 

the Lifetime 
Achievement 

Award.

23



King Auction 
Buyer - M.G. Ford

A special thanks to Ken 
Mears (Tri-Wall) for the 

scholarship presentations ..

King Buyer for 
Loads - Tom 
Holbert of 
Wal-Mart ... and to Shawn and Lindsey Shurley and Ellen Valentine (not pic-

tured) for the Robert (Bob) Valentine Memorial Scholarship Award.

Board Chairman 
Kelly Marinaro 
presents Mike 
Caruthers with 
the Presidents 
Award for his 
two years of out-
standing service 
and commitment 
to the Florida 
Watermelon 
Association.   
THANK YOU!

The group behind the difficult task!  Our judges - 1988 FWA 
Queen Lana Harris Harrison, Ellen Valentine, Terrie Fishman, 
Betty Land Whigham, and Tom Holbert.

Herman Sanchez and Raymon Land congratulate the 2006 
Florida Watermelon Queen, Miss Katie Grantham.24

Our Queen and Court - 2nd Runner-Up Catie Walton, 2006 
Florida Watermelon Queen and Miss Jubilee Katie Grantham, 

and 1st Runner-Up Katie Hunt.   Congratulations!





Georgia Report

Hello friends! With the season heating up Georgia wishes 
each of you a successful season. 

Jenna Stanford, 2006 Georgia Watermelon Queen was 
welcomed with warm greetings from her hometown of 
Cordele at their annual Duathalon race held at The Retreat 
at Lake Blackshear. Jenna enjoyed old and new faces dur-
ing her visit back home. We appreciate the awesome job 
the Cordele Chamber of Commerce performs each year 
hosting this exciting event.

We were gratefully welcomed back to the Georgia Freight 
Depot in Atlanta for the “Ag Kick-Off” week celebration. 
We enjoyed being in the presence of our Governor Sonny 
Perdue along with a few of our members including Bob 
Rawlins and family, Buddy Leger and Ken Lewis. We also 
enjoyed other familiar faces amongst the crowd including 
Charles Hall and Gary Black. The attendance at the Depot 
seemed to be doubled from last year’s celebration and we 
were delighted to be amongst the crowd. Congratulations 
to Bob Rawlins for his Government Environmental Stew-
ardship Award voted on by the Governor’s Ag Awareness 
Committee.  

Our next stop was the Florida Watermelon Convention. 
Jenna had a blast meeting new watermelon faces and state 
queens. Jenna was overwhelmed with the nice gifts she 
received during the auction and the southern hospitality 
from the Florida Association members. Congratulations 
to the Florida Association for such a remarkable atten-
dance and successful auction.

Jenna and I headed to Orlando for the N W P B week-
end seminar where we were joined by our fi rst runner-
up Ashley Edge. We all enjoyed every moment of the 
weekend and thank the entire Promotion Board staff! The 
girls gained so many helpful promotion tips and confi -
dence on interviewing techniques. We ended the weekend 
with a nice dinner at Houllihan’s along with the promo-
tion board. We appreciate the nice dinner and company 
throughout the weekend.

A big thank you to Roger and Mona Thompson for invit-
ing us to North Dodge Elementary School in Eastman. 
Jenna read a watermelon story book and taught the chil-
dren nutritional facts about watermelon. Both Jenna and 
the children ended the day with a smile.

Next we headed to Atlanta to join the Sutherland family 
at The Atlanta’s Farmers’ market. The Sutherland’s Food 
Show is an annual treat! Jenna was treated like royalty 
and invited back to speak at their next customer meeting. 

Note: DON’T MISS THE FUN!!! The week of July 4th 
we will begin our Watermelon Festival held in Cordele. 
In the past we’ve had several state queens and National 
Queens join us and we invite you all to join us this year. 
Please reach our offi ce for more details.

Wish You All The Best!
G W A
Julie Akins
Sec.Treas/Promo. Coord.
P. O. Box 2278
Dalton, GA 30722
770 842 3309
akinsjulie1@alltel.net
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Kelly and Gene Marinaro always treat our queens 
with royalty! Thank you for Jenna’s beautiful auc-

tion gift at Florida Convention.

Laura Bland and Jenna enjoy the beautiful weather 
and friendly company in Florida.

Our Georgia guys are always F U N!! Borders Melons East doing a good job spoiling our 
queen!

Jenna is getting prepared to spit her fi rst seed at the 
Florida Convention. Watch out!

Jenna has fallen in love with our National family.

Thanks John Lapide C & L Packing for the awe-
some auction gift donated to Jenna.

Chandler Mack and Jenna taking a moment to 
chat together.
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We have a great group of girls representing 
us this year!

Daylon 
Thompson had a 
lot of fun sharing 
watermelons with 

his classmates.

Georgia “has beens” in Atlanta with Jenna—Fallon 
Garret “04” GA Queen, Allison Hutto “03” GA Queen 

& currently Miss Altlanta, and Jenna “06” Queen.

This girl LOVES watermelon.

Jenna poses with the GA Dept of Ag display at the 
Sutherland’s Food Show.

Mona Thompson 
is very familiar 

with watermelon 
queens & greeted 

Jenna with style 
in Eastman. 

Thanks Roger Thompson for the watermelons we 
served the children.

Jenna enjoyed the children at N. Dodge Elementary 
School. 21
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Illiana Report

     The Illiana Watermelon Association would like to thank 
2005 Illiana Watermelon Queen Elizabeth Coffman for a 
fantastic representation at the 2006 National Watermelon 
Convention in Lake Tahoe, NV.  Congratulations Eliza-
beth on receiving the honor of 2nd runner-up.  The Illiana 
Watermelon Association is very proud of you!
     The Illiana Watermelon Association held its annual 
convention the weekend of March 10-11, 2006 at the Vin-
cennes, Indiana Quality Inn.  It was another great conven-
tion hosted by President John T. Nowaskie and the Illiana 
Watermelon Association.  Thank you to everyone who 
attended the convention and helped in anyway to make 
it successful.  We appreciate all those who sponsored the 
queen and court, donated auction items, bought auction 
items and watermelon loads, served on committees and 
worked at the convention.  We want to personally thank 
our outgoing President, John T. Nowaskie for all his hard 
work with the Illiana Watermelon Association over the 
past two years.  A special thank you to our 2006 Illiana 
Watermelon Queen Elizabeth Coffman and her family for 
their dedication to the association.   
     On behalf of the Illiana Watermelon Association, we 
welcome new President Dennis Mouzin.  The Illiana 
Watermelon Association elected new offi cers and board 
of directors at the 2006 Illiana Watermelon Convention.  
The following offi cers are:  John T. Nowaskie, Chairman 
of the Board; Dennis Mouzin, President; Brad Toney, 
1st Vice President; Carrie Smith, 2nd Vice President; 
Stephanie Nowaskie, Secretary/Treasurer; and Kristy 
Cardinal, Promotion’s Coordinator.  Board of Directors: 
Mark Browning, Brandon Cardinal, Kim Cardinal, Adam 
Delisle, Jack Dietz, Matthew Ellerman, Steven Fore, Jay 
Halter, Cheryl Hicks, Brad Johnston, Judy Kenworthy, 
John F. Nowaskie, Steve Nowaskie and Mike Yochum.  
Past President Council:  Anita Field, Ken Frey, Kolby 
Frey, Curt Field, Ed McClellan, Joe Mouzin and John T. 
Nowaskie.  Executive Council:  Anita Field, Curt Field, 
Ken Frey and Joe Mouzin.

Past President Council:  Anita Field, Ken Frey, Kolby 
Frey, Curt Field, Ed McClellan, Joe Mouzin and John T. 
Nowaskie.  Executive Council:  Anita Field, Curt Field, 
Ken Frey and Joe Mouzin.

     The Illiana Watermelon Association would like to wel-
come the 2006 Illiana Watermelon Queen Ali Vice.  Ali 
is the 19 year-old daughter of Steve and Debbie Vice of 
Paris, Illinois.  Miss Vice received a $1,000 scholarship 
from Tri-Wall and a $1,000 wardrobe allowance from 
First American Bank and Knox County Visitor’s Bureau.  
She also received a crown, banner and trophy from the 
Illiana Watermelon Association.  Brooke Bishop, Longa-
berger Consultant sponsored Miss Vice.  1st runner-up was 
Lindsay Owens of Oaktown, Indiana.  Lindsay received 
a $500 scholarship from Tri-Wall.  Mayall’s Market and 
Greenhouse and Hall’s Melons sponsored Miss Owens.  
2nd runner-up was Gretchen Booher of Vincennes, Indi-
ana.  Gretchen received a $250 scholarship from Frank 
Stangle and Son LP Gas.  Bloebaum Farms sponsored 
Miss Booher.  Jennifer Rehwald of Vincennes, Indiana 
was named Miss Jubilee.  Jennifer received a $100 schol-
arship from Temple Inland.  Sternberg International spon-
sored Miss Rehwald.  The Mental Attitude Award was 
presented to Amanda Burns of Sumner, Illinois.  Amanda 
received a $100 scholarship sponsored by the Illiana Wa-
termelon Association.  Vincennes Save A Lot sponsored 
Miss Burns.
     If anyone would like to book Miss Ali Vice for a pro-
motion, please contact Kristy Cardinal, Promotion’s Co-
ordinator at 812-882-3570.  We are eager to serve the 
watermelon industry!  Thank you again to all of our 2005-
2006 Illiana Watermelon Queen Tour Sponsors.

Sincerely,

Kristy L. Cardinal
Promotion’s Coordinator
Illiana Watermelon Association
2408 E. Henry Rd.
Vincennes, In. 47591
812-882-3570
812-890-8932
melons@vincennes.net



There is nothing better than a slice of watermelon! Congratulations Elizabeth!!!!!

Thank you to Anita Field for the goodies 
at the auction.

We are proud of 
you Elizabeth!

I’m a lucky girl with great bodyguards! Thank you to everyone from the 
Illiana Watermelon Association!

2006 National 2nd runner-up. Two pretty gals- Lacey & Elizabeth.
31



Elizabeth always has time for a picture with Myron 
and Lee.

Congratulations 
2006 Illiana 
Watermelon 

Queen Alexis 
Vice.

Elizabeth and Rich Novak pose for a picture.
L-R Miss Jubilee, Jenny Rehwald; 2nd runner-up, 

Gretchen Booher; 2005 IWA Queen Elizabeth Coff-
man; 2006 National Watermelon Queen, Candice 

Frelish; 2006 IWA Queen, Ali Vice; and 1st runner-
up, Lindsay Owens.

Thank you to Dave Coates and Harry Vaughn for the 
afghan.

NWA President Brent Jackson congratulates the girls!

NWA Executive Director Bob Morissey talks with 
Ali at the convention. 32

Thank you Lawrence and Delisle Farms for always 
being there for me as my sponsor.



Mo-  rk
Weíre Still Here!!! 

The Mo-Ark convention, held during the first weekend of February was a huge success! 

Special thanks to all of you who were able to join us in February! Our auction, Beale 
Street and Graceland would not have been the same without you!

Contact: 

President:   
Rich Novak 

   Phone/Fax:  (314) 835 ñ 0027 
   Email: richnovak@sbcglobal.net

Queen Coordinator: 
   Summer Keylon 
   Phone: (918) 258 ñ 8321 

The purpose of the Missouri-Arkansas Watermelon Association is to promote the best 
interest of the watermelon industry from production to consumption. The Missouri-
Arkansas Watermelon Association, in conjunction with The National Watermelon 
Association, is constantly seeking improvements in the growing, grading, handling, 

transportation, distribution and sale of watermelons. We request that you join us in this 
endeavor by becoming a member of our association. 

ìW alkiní In Memphisî “Walkin’ In Memphis”



Mar-Del Report

     If someone were to ask me last year what my sum-
mer 2006 would probably look like, I would have never 
guessed Watermelon, Watermelon and more Water-
melon! Yet here I am, thrilled to be the 2006 Mar-Del 
Watermelon Queen!  My name is Kathryn Onken and I 
am a junior at the University of Delaware.  For those of 
you who do not know me, I am pursuing double majors 
in Food & Agribusiness Management, with a concen-
tration in Food Marketing, and Agriculture & Natural 
Resources, with a minor in Resource Economics.  I am 
also a member of the National Agricultural Marketing 
Association’s (NAMA) Competitive Marketing Team 
for the University of Delaware.  Each year our NAMA 
team creates a new food product and marketing plan, to 
present to a panel of judges at a nation-wide competi-
tion.  In addition, I am on the Dean’s List and a member 
of Alpha Zeta.
     My year so far began with the National Watermelon 
Promotion Board’s Queen Media Training in Orlando, 
Florida.  What a great weekend I had!  Not only did I 
learn tons of valuable information, but I was also lucky 
enough to be able to share the experience with such a 
great group of girls!  I came back to Mar-Del energized 
and full of ideas as to how my job, as a public relations 
representative, can positively impact the Watermelon 
industry.  
     My promotional calendar for Mar-Del will begin 
here shortly around the middle of June; with July and 
August jam-packed with fun promotional events such 
as state fairs, legislative visits, festivals, grocery stores 
and roadside stands.  All of these events will be great 
opportunities for me to interact with the public, and 
most importantly spread the word about the health and 
nutritional aspects of watermelon!  I am looking for-nutritional aspects of watermelon!  I am looking for-

ward to the excitement and busy schedule that the next 
few months promise to bring!

Watermelon Wishes,
Kathryn

Promotion Team Update: 
     
     This year Lani Kennedy and I will be at the head of 
the Mar-Del promotions team.  We have already met 
with Kathryn and have a calendar of events and promo-
tions planned.  Lani and I are looking forward to a suc-
cessful 2006 promotion season and to working with ev-
eryone.  This year we are focusing on direct watermelon 
sales by targeting our promotions to grocery stores, 
farmers markets and road side stands as well as the 
usual fairs and big events.  Feel free to contact me with 
any questions or ideas for promotions, akbrown@umd.
edu or 410-310-7966.

Yours truly,
Amanda Brown

PS 2007 Mar-Del Banquet will be held at the Hyatt Re-
sort in Cambridge, MD the fi rst weekend in February.  
Mark your calendars for a great time with Mar-Del.
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“2006 Promotion Board 
Training- Thank you NWPB 

for sponsoring the event”





North Carolina Report

Greetings from North Carolina

     The 25th Annual North Carolina Watermelon Convention was held March 3-4, 2006 at the Hilton Wilmington Riverside 
in Wilmington. The convention was fi lled with workshops and activities to address industry issues and production needs. It 
was also a time to enjoy visiting with family and friends. Visiting guests included Bob Morrissey, NWA Executive Director, 
Leslie Coleman, NWPB Director of Communications, South Carolina Queen, Alison Cureton and South Carolina Queen 
Coordinator, Mary Beth Hiers. This year’s auction was a huge success. Many thanks to everyone who donated or purchased 
items at the auction to make it our most successful ever.
     Six young ladies competed for the NC Watermelon Queen. Contestants participated in the Speech, Interview, Sportswear, 
Evening Gown competition, the seed spit contest and assisted at the auction. Katie Mills of Fayetteveille, NC was crowned 
the 2006 Watermelon Queen. Stephanie McLamb of Benson, NC was the fi rst runner-up. Jean-Ashley Noble was named 
Miss Jubilee. Congratulations to these young ladies. Thanks to everyone—individuals, companies, queen sponsors, judges, 
NCDA, Gloria Richardson, President and NCWA Board and NCWA Co-Directors, Cathy Price and Bonnie Holloman.
Katie Mills, the 2006 NCWA Queen is an eighteen year old senior at Cape Fear High School in Fayetteville. She is the 
daughter of Mike and Susan Mills and plans to attend Campbell University this fall. Katie began her reign by participating 
in the NC Azalea Festival Parade in Wilmington, NC. A visit in April to Jackson Farms to meet Brent Jackson, National 
Watermelon Association President and his wife, Debbie, allowed Katie to see his farm operation and even get to learn all 
about planting watermelons. 
     On April 21-23, Queen Katie and 1st Runner Up Stephanie and Queen Coordinator Sandra Woodard attended the Na-
tional Watermelon Promotion Board Queen Media Training in Orlando, Florida. Both young ladies enjoyed meeting all the 
other state Queens and National Queen Candice Fralish. The NWPB was a great host and we all learned so much about 
watermelons and how to successfully promote and work with the public and the media. A very special Thank You to all who 
made the media training a success.

Wishing for all a great watermelon season.
Sandra Woodard
NCWA Promotions Coordinator
PO Box 145
Pendleton, NC 27862
252-585-1125
woodard145@vol.com



2005 NC Watermelon Queen 
Amanda Wilson welcomes 
NWA Executive Director 
Bob Morrissey to the 25th 
Annual NC Watermelon 
Convention in Wilmington. 

And our 2006 NC Water-
melon Queen is Katie Mills 

of Fayetteville, NC. 

2006 Contestants pose before their interview competition. 
2005 Queen Amanda Wilson congratulates newly crowned 

2006 Queen Katie Mill as NCWA President Gloria Richardson 
and Chairman of the Board, Don Hiller look on.

Contestants, Daisy Daughtry, Jean-Ashley Noble, Katie Mills, 
South Carolina Queen Alison Cureton, 2005 NC Amanda 
Wilson, and Mar Del Queen Allison Castellano, Stephanie 

McLamb, Emily Merritt, and Rachel Spears take a break dur-
ing the Seed Spitting Contest.

Thurston Jackson of Circle J Produce presents auction items to 
Katie Mills, 2006 Watermelon Queen. 

Josh Rowe and Rich Novac present to 2005 Queen Amanda 
watermelon auction items bought and donated by Tri-Wall.

Josh Rowe congratulates 2006 Queen, Katie Mills and makes 
presentation of the Tri-Wall Scholarship. 38



Billy Williamson of Williamson Produce congratulates and 
presents Queen Katie with auction items.

NCWA President welcomes Katie as 
2006 NC Watermelon Queen. 

Queen Katie accepting the Adam Brent Jackson Memorial 
Scholarship from Brent and Debbie Jackson. 

Queen Katie, with her proud parents, Susan and Michael Mills 
of Fayetteville. 

South Carolina Watermelon Queen Alison congratulates NC 
Watermelon Queen Katie. 

Queen Katie clowning around at the NC Azalea Festival Pa-
rade in Wilmington, NC. 

Queen Katie in her first official appearance at the NC Azalea 
Festival Parade. 39

Past NC Watermelon Queens welcome Katie Mills to the Wa-
termelon family. 



South Carolina Report

     Hi everyone! Hope that all of you are enjoying your summer. I also hope that your watermelon season is the best ever.
     Nationals in Lake Tahoe was absolutely beautiful. I would like to thank Brent Jackson and his staff for a fun, informative and 
exciting convention. South Carolina would like to congratulate Candice Fralish on winning the National Watermelon Queen 
title. Candice, we wish you the best and know that this will be a year that you’ll never forget!
     At the beginning of March Queen Alison and I attended the North Carolina Watermelon Convention in Wilmington, NC. We 
always have a good time in North Carolina. Alison met many new people and loved every minute of it. She would like to thank 
Rusty Kinard and Freddie Ellis for the wonderful gifts at the auction. We would like to congratulate the new NCWA Queen. 
Sandra, you did a super job too. Alison and I love our gifts! Thanks NCWA for the invite—we enjoyed it!
     At the end of March Alison and I journeyed to Clemson, SC for an Ingles Grand Opening. The store was beautiful and we 
thank Jim Ray for inviting us to his new store. Alison handed out stickers, brochures, coloring books, and watermelon. 
     In April we were off to Orlando, FL for the Queen Promotion Training. The National Watermelon Promotion Board did a 
fabulous job of training the girls. Alison really appreciated all of the helpful tips and training. She is so eager to get out and 
promote watermelons! We would like to thank Mark Arney for the great meal at Holihans. Although it was a quick trip Alison 
and I enjoyed meeting all of the new queens and spending time with Eleanor and Candice. 
     Until next time...

Watermelon smiles,

Mary Beth Hiers
404 N. Trenholm Road
Columbia, SC 29206
803-331-3362
mbh615@earthlink.net



Anita thanks her family for their support at Nationals. 

Seed-Spitting at the 
NCWA Convention. 

Anita thanks the SCWA for the beautiful pewter 
watermelon Tray. 

Alison meets NWAs 
Executive Director  

Bob. 

Congratulations Candice! Alison thanks Freddie Ellis for the watermelon gifts. 

Alison spends time with Minta Wade, Gerald Funderburk, and 
Pete Suddarth at the NCWA Convention. 

Great job Sandra! We thank you for the gifts. 41



Alison con-
gratulates the new 

NCWA Queen. 

Alison loves 
watermelon! 

Alison is working at the Ingles in Clemson, SC. Alison enjoyed meeting Candice in Orlando, FL. 

We enjoyed 
spending time 
with Jim Ray 
at the Ingles in 
Clemson, SC. 

Thanks National Watermelon Promotion Board. 

Thanks Mark for the wonderful meal. 
42

A big fan of Ingles and watermelon! 



Andy                 Chris                  Bob                   Gerry



Texas / Oklahoma Report

Greetings from the TEXAS WATERMELON ASSOCIA-
TION.

Yes, we have changed our name, but it is only a name 
change . The name change will in no way alter how we 
promote watermelons. A unanimous vote from the board 
at our annual convention in San Antonio made us the Tex-
as Watermelon Association. 

Also at our annual meeting in January the following Board 
members moved to the Executive Council: Bob Ramming 
–Hinton, Oklahoma, Clifford Hamilton-Lubbock,
Texas, and Don Dobbs-Peaster, Texas. Congratulations to 
the Executive Council and also to the new Board Mem-
bers: Merritt Taylor-Lane, Oklahoma, Myron Harrison-
Bogalusa, Louisiana, Brad McWhirter-Plains, Texas, Da-
vid Willis-Uvalde, Texas, Paul Wiggins-Snook, Texas and 
Aaron Pennington-Grapeland, Texas.

Our convention in 2007 will be back in McAllen, Texas at 
the Embassy Suites Hotel, They are remodeling and say 
that it will be completed by the time we get there 
January 18-21, 2007.

The Association has sent out many letters to our Senators 
and House members about the closing of the Lane Re-
search Center. We have received positive responses and 
some detailed reports of support for the Lane Research 
Center

Congratulations to NWA for a great Convention.  Thank 
you....

Our 2006 Texas Watermelon Queen Emily Laffere has 
been busy going to the state conventions since the NWA 
Convention.  She attended the Illiana Convention and en-
joyed everyone there, seeing friends she had already met 
and meeting new ones.  Thanks to everyone at the Illiana 

been busy going to the state conventions since the NWA 
Convention.  She attended the Illiana Convention and en-
joyed everyone there, seeing friends she had already met 
and meeting new ones.  Thanks to everyone at the Illiana 

a Association for your great hospitality, we always enjoy 
your meetings. 

Next we were off to the Florida Convention, Emily again 
enjoyed seeing everyone and helping out at their annual 
auction. Thanks to the Sunshine State for inviting us to 
your convention and for making us feel so very welcomed 
and at home.

We attended the National Watermelon Promotion Board’s 
training class in Orlando, Florida. This one day that they 
spend there is so benefi cial to the young ladies.  All of 
the girls leave there more secure in their working position 
and knowing what is expected of them. Our Thanks to the 
NWPB for all that you do.

Until next time,
Wanda Letson
Sec.Treas.,/Promotion Coordinator
P. O. Box 903
Weatherford, TX  76086
817-596-0927
Fax 817-594-1045
melonred@sbcglobalnet
www.texasoklahomawatermelons.com



A nice group of folks out for breakfast at the Black Buggy 
near Vincennes, Indiana

All the contestants and queens at work at the Illiana Auction.

Always a pleasure visiting with Anita Field.

NWA, Bob Morrissey signs for his auction item at 
the Illiana Auction. 

45Nice to see Mr. & Mrs. Buddy Leger in Illiana.

Our NWA President, Brent Jackson, visits with the queens.

Past Queen Stephanie Duda visits us at the Illiana Convention; 
looks like Steph and Emily are having a great time.

Paul Teague enjoying himself at the dance.
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Emily says thanks to Jean and Kelly Marinaro
 for the auction item.

Emily visits with TomiBeth with Zeraim Gedera in Florida... 
Tomibeth, a Texas girl working in Florida.

A future watermelon queen maybe Halley....remember Holley 
Brown, past queen.

 Emily visits with her Tennessee friends Nancy and 
Lee Harber.

Emily say thanks to the Illiana Watermelon Association for 
their invitation to the convention.

In Sarasota, Florida Emily finds a OU cigar boat along with 
lots of others.

Emily helping out at the Florida Auction, Billy looks busy.

A beautiful group of 2006 watermelon 
queens at the Florida Convention.








