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As you are most likely aoware, there has
been much to do in Washington these
past few months in particular surround-
ing dHrih.lHul.‘E a5 & whaole, and rrul:ing
sure that Watermelon fits in to the
equations

With the loss of our friend and colleague,
Wern Highiley, and with DLC. taking up so
many issues that watermelon needs o be
involved with at omce, it has been

soamnew hat of & challenge at tinnes, but

o that 1 fruly look forwand to. We all
face challenges in our lives, as this one is
fasr us, and me. But we are making strides
alomg the way, and facing tssues head-on
Possibly we wish Washington would
mnng quicker, but that is not how oar
spovernmwent waorks.

In somme cases, you can help when you
see a plea in The Vineline or a fax from
the WWA office to contact your legisla-
tive leaders. When those requests come
from ws, would you cansider taking a
fewr minutes to help us? A communica-
Hon from you will help to springboand
our efforts. and get us that mudh closer
o achieving our public affairs goals,

[t is imporiant for vou o know what we
are working toward for yvow. The
folbowing artiches will provide a bried
update of our dealings with our Congres-
wional leaders and the USDA in DC., and
where we may be headed in the fulune

Small Business Health Care
Reform Bill

The ability to negotiate a natbonal health
care plan for small businesses and
associations such s the NWA is of
paramount interest fo many of us, There
are over 120 organizations that

in exeess of B million that wish
to have the ability o purchase health
care as do labor organizations, mapor
corporations and the federal govern-
mient,

Wiith that comes a debate that has great
divides in the ranks, both bobbwing for or
againat the bill whilst stating their side of
the bill. As many organizations and
Slabes have come forward against this
bl duse to thelr contention that a federal
program would disallow their involves
ment, and make such plans feclerally-
managed, viersus thae curnent skabe of
affairs that exists,

The US. Senate considered a bill (5.1955)
sponsered by Senator Michael Enzl

and co-sponsored by Senabors
from 7 states including John Comyn (TX),
Richard Burr (WC), Larry Craig (1D, and
Wayne Allard (COY. The purpose of this
bill is bo expand health care access and
reduce costs through the creation of small
business health plans by moedemizing the
health insurance marketplace.

After some limited debate, the bill was sent
o the Senate Finance Commdites for
further review, In order to bring the bill
back Bo the Senate foor, we need o gain 5
additional Senators’ voldies to reach the

needed majority (60 votes), and begin that

. Thie WWA is continuing to work
with many other organizations to gain
those vobes [and others) to complete this
begrislative process and b in a position in
thie future to negotiate and provide a
health care plan bo our members,

The MWA i= contacting numierous Senabe
offices that did not support the further
debate of this bill, but rather forced it back
inbo committee,  As well, we will be
wonrking with Senator Enzd's office to
support his efforts o get the bill back into
debate on the foor.

Yous cam help us by sending a letter, fax,
email or Iuk-p]'u.'uw call to your Senate
offices with encouragement 10 support the
bill. The following is a list of (NWA
Member) state= that we neod Senate
coummurications with o pain thisir vk

Arkansas (Lincoln and Pryor)
California (Boxer and Feinstein)
Codoradi (Salkazar)

Delaware (Biden and Carper)
Florida (Melson)

MEnois (Dhrbim amd Obamag
Indiana (Bayh)

lowwca {Harkin)

Maryland (Mikulski and Sarbanes)
Massachuselts (Kennedy and Kerry)
Michigan (Levin and Stabenow)
New Jersey (Lautenbery and Menendez)
New Mexico (Bingaman)

Bew Yook (Clinbon and Schumver)
Oregon (Wyden)

Washington (Cantwell and Murray)

In addition to this list, the Democratic
Semators from all other non-watermelon
producing states opposed the bill, less
Semators Landrien - LA and Melson - WE,
whio both supported it. Only one Republi-
can opposed the bill (Chafee - RI).

Thiz majority of us can use more affordablie
health care, or know of fellow members
that cam. We have a suggested letter
prepared for your use. Let's pul some
pressure on our elected leaders 1o allow
diebate km the Senate. Mease call us, and
help us to help you,

Specialty Crop Bloch Grants
LI5S0

S |rited States Daparrmant of Agrostune

As we shared in the last issue of The
Vineline, the USDA will issue 7 Million in
funding to each State Department of
Apgriculture to promate the competitive-
ness of specialty crops (which mcludes
veatermedon). This is a resalt of the
Specialty Crop Competitiveness Act which
was signed into Law in Devember, 2004,
This is a great opportunity fo gain some
funding both at the dhapter level and
national kevel o increase promotions and
advance current programs for the fubure.

Ench State will receive at beast S100,000 in
funding, with the remaining funding
(almost 52 million) o be dispersed basad
on the percentage of each stale’s specially
crop production. The larger the state's
specialty crop preduction, the larger the
grant pot will be.

The primary function for this grant
opportunity is for the prormoon of
specialty crops (e, walermelon) through
marketing and public relations), In-store
promations, watermelon festivals,



expanded quesn promotions, exhibi
booths and other ties can be
considened by all of our chapters,

The USDA may have published their final
rule for the allocation of this funding by
thie time you are reading this artiche, The
open comment period for their inifial rbe
:':l,pi.n:cl &1y M:l}" 27rd. Thee actusal rule can
e foumnd ab wwvwusda gov, and then
search for specialty crop block grant.

It i= wur understanding that we will mot be
required fo creale nor write the typical,
lengthy proposals that a few of us ane
asccustomed oo Each state will hawve
differing variations, but in the end, we
should all be able to apply with not boo
much trouble or time. The NWA will help
you as miuch as we can, but the responsi-
ility will rest on your shoulbders o write
thi requdremients and submbt them b your
stateds),

We encourage vou fo conbact every stale
that you have members in bo gain as much
a5 youl can. If you do not make the
comtacts, then you will not be part of the
gramt process, Please don’t ket other frut,
vegetable or horticultune groups take it all.
It is up to you at the chapter bevel, If you
have not already contacted vour State or
Sates” Department of Agriculture, please
do so ASAM

Immigration Reform

The hottest news from Washington of Late
has been the Senate’s debates and voles
surrounding immigration, border controls
along Mexico in particular, future citizen-
ship opportunities, and an agricultural
component that will keep our industry
with the needed availability of workers,
primarily from Mexico.

Humdreds of miles of reinforced fencing
across & magor portion of the Mexican
border, Disallowing passt felomies and for
misdemeanors, Mational Guard troop
patrols, penalties or fines of illegal aliens,
citizenship possibilities, reform of the
H-24A program, prevailing wage rates, and
s0omuch mdee have been debatied and or
decided by the Senate,

This is an extremely contentious ssue,
espedally during a Congressional election
year. Work-day walk-ouls, boycolts,
protests, and debates have become
commaonplace. Wonds such as ‘amnesty”
and “preva wage” have been argued
dally amongst Congresstonal colleagues of
both partics. Mational news media outlels
have covered this issue almost daily.

Thie NWA has been involved with ihiree
agricultural groups in Washington to

assure that Congress does not close
our borders without making
concessions to allow guest workers
1o kevp our industry working,
Fremm n'EEH.!.' conference calls o
periodic and Hill visits,
wie hawe boen successiul in geting
agriculiure on the docket 1o keep
the labor force in place. How that
shakes out with this legislation in
the future is yet to be seen.

Wie have not been alome in this
effort. Each commitiee that we
woorrlk weith [Unibed Fresh Fruit &
Vegetable Association, Agriculture
Cisalithom for Irmmilgration Rebonm
and Mational Council of Agricul-
fural Employers) is made up of
numeroes agricultural groups that
have worked together o protect
thee availal=ility of laborers. In
addition, magor groups representing similar
inderests from the hotel motel, trucking,
construction, home building, landscaping,
resiauranis, and MANY M P Basiery villal
parts of this lobbying effort.

Congress may still be i a joint confermon
betwoeen thi Senate ancd House (at this
issue's publication time) to work out and
debate the differences in their bills. 1f and
when they can develop a mubual agreemend
om thee Hill, then Congress will send the bill
by the White Howse for the President’s
consideration.

Eardler this spring. immigration officials
arrested T exeoutives and hundreds of
employees during raids on IFCO, a manu-
facturer of crates and pallets. The charges
by the LS, Immigration and Customs
Enforcement agents included consplring o
transport, harbor and encourage illegal
wowrkers to reside in the LS, for commiercial
advantage and private financial gain, This
became national news and a pedestal for
some begislators in Washimgbon,

Indications are that hundreds of such raids
haver biser and ane h.IF'I.'I'l.'I.TiI.'IF acmes thie
eouniry, and will continue into the unfone-
spen fulure, As a resull, we have worked
with groups in agriculiure to develop a
recormmendation For our members to have
availablie in case such & visit wene fo ever
oocur at your packing shed, fickds or
busimess, [t is betber bo be prepaned amnd
safe. The recommendation is as follows.

Important Information for Growers
o Labar Audits and Raids

The Burcau of Immigration and Cusboms
Enforcement (ICE) is currently conducting
audits and raids across the country. This
agency has the authority to investigate the
possible employment of undocumenbed

workers, or (o look for undocu-
mented workers within constitu-
tional parameters (i.c. reasonable
search considerations). For mone
information on the agency’s
activithes, @o o

http: / Fwewnwioe. gov/ graphics,’ ne
ws/ fackshects EnforcementFShim

IF ICE wanted o come on o a
grower's of packer’s property o
comduct 4 search or check for -9
on employess, here are the wo
optons that they haves

1. "Routine” Audits {by ICE or
Department of Labor)

a. Reguire the inspecting
agency bo give three (3] days
nitice

b. Do not requice a search
warrani

. Emplover is required o
provide a list of employecs and
social security numbers for up to
three (3} yvears

d. Agency is entitled to examine
and copy 19 forms and copies of
any attached
documents nsed bo compliste the |9
foarrn.

2, “Raids"

a, Require a search warrani

b. Do not reduin: advance notics
¢ Agency entitbed boall records
and other property covensd by the
warrani

To prepare for vither of these
possible events, we recommend
the following:

= Have growers, packers review
theeir 19 procedures bo verify that
proper prodtocols ane being
gl

® Confirm that documents wsed



ko verify emplovment eligibility upon
initial date of hire that may have had
expiratbon dates are being followed up
an with renewal documentation.

* Review reoond refention practioes (o
ensure compliance with applicable state
amd federal laws,

= Deslgnate a company representative
wiho is authorized to meet and talk to
Department of Labor and for ICE
personnel.

* Educate emplovess to refer 19
Enquidries 1o the designated company
represcnlative.

* Mo management employee should
submit boan mberview or provide
documents to the government before
conferring with the designated
COMpany represeniative,

I ICE shows up toa grower s/ packer's
affice with a search warrant, the
Hmwr.."pdl.:l.ur should have a p.ru'l:-lm.!l
already in place to alert senior manage-

ment and legal counsel. The warrant
should be carefully reviewed for what
recorcs ane I.'n-:ing nﬁqlrlwt-m, amid remain
mindful that criminal presecution for
imnigration law violations may result if
seiped records reflect violation of IRCA's
criminal statubes.

Developed in conjunction with Farm
Bureau Federation

E00r7 Farm Bill

It is coming time again for Washingion
o create the mext Farm Bl in 200,
Mumerous listening sessions have been
held in multiphe states by the US,
House Agriculture Committes and the
LS. Secretary of Agriculiure, Mike
Johanns. Mose are scheduled in
Washington this year by the House,
with the sesssons bi.*ginning h_l." thi=
Senabe.

The MWA has been a major part of this
prooess thues far, with Vern Highley and
Brent Jackson pm‘u:id.ing tr.'-r.ﬁrnnny at
o ol the liskening session during B
past nine months. Bob Morrissey has
b one of 18 members of Unibed Fresh
Fruit & Vegelable Association’s Farm
Eill Committee, which has developed
recommendations to both the Senate

and House Agriculture Committess

Additionally, the UFFVA Farm Bill
Committee is working with a number of
Senate and House offices to write
[tsj.ﬂm o be vt rod ueed o ':.-I.IIKI'I.‘.lh
later this vear. Senators Larry Craig (103
and Debbie Stabenow (M) will sponsor
thi: Senate bill, while Congressmen
Richard Pombao (CA) and Dennis
Cardoza (LA) will SpOnEor the House
bill. Thene are AUMETAES OO-SPONSOrs 85
well from across the country. The bill
wiriting process is well underwany, with
thie orverall details of the recommenda-
Fimnes 'prmll.-d 1o both (:nl'lﬂ_l'l:‘ﬂ-h.il.'ﬂ'l.l'
cammittess and the LS. Secretary of
Agriculture already

The committe’s intentions ane to
protect fruits & vegetables whilst
gaining a fair share for specialty crops
{frulls & vegetables in particular]) in the
next Farm Bill, F&Y has never received
a fair share in the past, but with the
supporters that we have on the Hill, we
believe that now is the Hme bo pursue
our goals. Following is a brief synopsis
of our recommendations:

Cheerview:

Specialty crop production across the
United States accounis for over 546
billiem in farm cash receipts, repre-

senting 4% of the U5, total crop value,
Crver the years, the specialty crop
industry has pone through tremendous
chamges in an effort o remaln profitable,
salishy consumer demands, adapt to
new technology, and compete in an
imn-axinsl_-,' E]nhn'l market P!I.'u._‘i:' TI.'I-I.'L.'I:I.',
groavers are facing the most strident
econodic conditions and regulatory
challenges they've seen in docades.,
Meanwhile, the consumption of our
commaditics spems to be stagnating,
While the pﬁ'i:"ll.!hll: fuabuire of o
products present unique challenges and
highly volatile markets, our industey
has not relied on traditional farm
progrrams to sustain our buginess, We'n
proud of our commitment 1o free
markets, and don't want that to change.

The specialty crop industry also
produces crops that are vital to the
health of Americans and represent &
sigmificant segment of American
agriculture. However, because they are
not considersd “program crops,”
specialty crops are often ignored when it
carmes to the development and imple-
evendation of U5, farm policy. Yet, like
producers of program crops, the
specialty crop industry faces significani
challinges in the production and
marketing of their commoditics that
st be addressed if they are to remain
competitive,



Speclalty crops are important to the
good health of Americans and bo the
eiforts inour o prevent discase,
reduce obesity, and improve the
well-being of our citizenry. We are also
wiorking hard 1o fulfill consumer needs
for high-quality and affordable healthy
food choioes, but we need agriculbural
policy priotitics to assist us in that
effort. It iz in this context that we radse
the importance of specialty crops today
=nok as simply ome more sector of the
agricultural sconomy, but as a vital
national priority in every Congressional
district and to the health of our nation
overall.  The industry strongly belives
government policy should provide
incentives for private investment, tools
b0 increase proditabdlity, and help o
thieur producers we b e committiedd bo
constant improvement to betber

serve concsurmer feeds. We do not want
palicies that sustain vesterday's
baptiness; we want investment in the
future,

Ultimately, the goal of any specialty
crop federal agriculiure policy should
bar b enbance the toods ncessary to
dirive demand, utilization, and
consumption of our products and not
distort the production of those products
with respect o domestic and interna-
tional markets,

The Federal govermment should elevate
its fimancial investment into program
pricrities for the specialty crop industry
and work conperatively o ensure U5,
HPI;"I.‘iIl'I}" crop 'Flrnu:lut::'rx ane ﬂsrrq:lt'lil'iw
in domestic and international markets
In turn, the goal of any farm policy
shiould be o enhance the tools necessary
o drive demand, wiilization, and
consumption of specialty crops, and not
distort the production and marketing of
these commindities im the United Seates.

Committee Recommendations {in brief):

* Restrictions on Planting Flexibility -
We support this long-standing provision
as a fundamental matter of oquity
among farmers, Az long as some
farmers receive dimect payments from
the government, they should not be
allowed to plant crops on thalt subsi-
dized land that competes with unsubsi-
dized farmaers.

* Mutrition Programs - We support a
strong new focus within the 2007 Farm
Bill on increasing the acoess and
availability of fruits and vegetables,
particularly to children. We suppor
expansson of the school fruit and
vegetable snack program, increased
commodity allocation
o the Department of Defense (IDOL)

fresh program for schools, developrent
of & new mulbrithon promotion program
ko asist in enhancing their
markets, and a general requirement that
USDA fevding programs and commod=
ity purchasing comply with the 2005
Crctary Guidelines.

= Stabe Block Grants - YWe support an
expansion of the State Block Grants for
Specialty Crops program originally
authorized in the Specialty Crop
Competitiveness Act of 2004, and
funded through appropriations in the
Fiscal Year (FY) 2006 Agricultural
Appropriations bill. Dhue to the wide
diversity and localized needs in
specialty crop production, state depart-
menits of agriculture ane uniquely able o
mszist bocal growers with the spedific
investments they need o increase
competitiveness.

* [nternational Trade = We support
programs o increase foreign market
#coess, to increase funding for the
Techmical Assistance for Specialty Crops
program, and creating a new Export
Division within Animal, Mlant, Flealth,
and Inspection Service (APHIS) o
attack with much greater vigor the real
bart koo often hidden trade barriers
facing our industry in Sanitary and
Phytcsanitary (SPS) kssues. We will also
woork with allies bo seek continued
support for the Market Acoess Program
(AP

= [nvasive Pests and Disease = We
support significant new investment in
prevention of the unintentional
introduction of plant pests and diseases.
Investment in prevention is more
cost-effective than mitigation.

& Reseanch = We support significant new
invistmen! in reseanch for :,per:.i.ull!.'
crops, through both the National
Research Initiative and programs within
Cpoperative State Besearch, Education
and Extension Service (CSEEES) and
AEril:ulh.ln.- Rescarch Service (ARS).

= Conservation Proggrams — We support
a mandatory allotment of funding, for
specialty crop production within tha
Environmental Chaality Incentive
Program (ECUIF) similar bo what
currenily exists for the livestock
industry. We will work with all allies to
expand general support for conserva-
BN programs.

* Unique Attribules of Specialty Crop
Producers = Duse to tha naturne of

high-value specialty crop pmdumm
iy current Farm Bill

disaster programs ane of limited I:-u'u:rl'l:
tospecially producers due to payment
caps, limits on Adjusted Gross Income,
lismits cn off-farm incorme even if
inbegral bo farming operations, elc. We
support a thorough review of all fanm
programs bo ensare that specialty crop
producers have access bo benefits
mear#h: toy other farmers, rather than
being excluded or limited simply duwe to
a higher-cost of production.

Theat prowides. you with a top-line of the
committee's recommendations fo
Congress, There will be much more to
come including additional listening
sessions, debate, give-and-take, nejpotia-
tions, efc. before Congress completes
this process next vear. I you would like
bo see all of the detall and budgetary
information that makes up the entire bill
recommendation (our fruit & vegetable
portion), please contact the NWA

office.

Omne last note ... We recently learmed
that their is a bulbbling discussion on the
Hill to simply extend the 2002 Farm Bill
a4 status quo. That is absolutely not
accepiable to the specialty crop industry.
We have already begun mestings and a
letter campaign with both Agriculture
commitiees and the USDA o head this
off ab the pass. Mone to come.




Clearance Sale

Watermelon Ball Cap

12.00

(includes mailing)

Golf Shirt:
L'?:,'tgiq::ﬂtﬂes NWA Ball Cap

(includes mailing)

AVAILABLE IN RED OR
BROWN BRIM

15.00

(includes mailing)

Stadium
Blanket

(available in red or
green)

320.00

(includes mailing)

NATIONAL

Button-Down collar in S, L, XL and XXL WATERMELON

§25.00 ASSOCIATION

(includes mailing)

Regular collar in XL and XXL

Quantities are limited~--




Watermelon Promotional lfems

Tie-Dye
Tee Shirt: Shirt: Shirt:

Adult and Youth sizes available Limited quantities in Adult and Youth sizes available in
in limited quantities M, L, XL and XXL limited quantities
Youth sizes in S, M, L, and XL o Youth sizesin S, M, L and XL
Adult sizes in S, M, L and XL 520.00 Adult sizes in XL and XXL

$10.00 (includes mailing) (includes mailing) s10.00 (includes mailing)
4 //‘,r‘-_p’n. 7 FTI\\\‘

\r-" - r v.}l

-Shirts:

Shlrt" Limited quantities in white and red

. Limited quantities in IS
‘—M,_fq:na'd L White includes S, L and XL

Red includes M, L and XL

320.00 $20.00

(includes mailing)

(includes mailing)

- Everything Must Go!






