2007 FARM BILL
We recently reached a milestone for the first time ever in the history of our country.  Specialty crops (which include fruit & vegetables, nuts, nursery and landscape) have legislation within the U.S. House bill to provide over $1.7 Billion in mandatory funding to encourage the “competitiveness of specialty crops.” 

Bob Morrissey, representing the NWA, was one of 18 produce executives that worked in a unified front for the past two years with Congress, the USDA and the White House to craft a fairer and more equitable share of the next version of U.S. farm policy.  “This is a historic occurrence for our industry, and one that we will talk about for decades to come” said Morrissey.  “To go from the current funding level of about $9 Million annually to over $1.7 Billion across five years is an incredible jump, and a significant step for us to take as the overall reform of U.S. farm policy begins to take shape.”  Specialty crops have the same farm gate value as program crops, but have never been seriously considered in this legislation.  
Many thanks go to our 119 co-sponsors on Capitol Hill, and especially to our legislative leadership from Dennis Cardoza (CA), Adam Putnam (FL), John Salazar (CO) and Randy Neugebauer (TX).  “Representative Cardoza was our shining star and prize fighter in this battle.  One week we thought we were dead in the water; the next week, we were celebrating after Dennis came to the fight and helped us win BIG!”   

The brief details by title of the House bill are listed on the attachment below for your review.

Round One is completed; Now, on to Round Two.  The lobbying efforts are now directed to the U.S. Senate where our fight will be tougher.  Once we complete our work with the Senate, then on to Round Three, which will be a joint conference between the House and Senate to negotiate one legislative bill amongst Congress; then finally, Round Four, the President, and our efforts to encourage his signing of the congressional bill.  Please stay posted to the NWA web site.  We will need your help soon and as the next few weeks and negotiations begin to heat up.
