IMMIGRATION & GUEST WORKERS
The protection of our borders (especially our southern border - Mexico) is a high priority for our country, and has received much publicity across our country for the past few months in particular.  

It is projected that there are in excess of 11 million illegal (un-documented) workers primarily from Mexico working throughout our country.  It is further estimated that 1.5 million of those workers are directly involved in agriculture.  The other 9.5 million workers can be found in various industries such as hotels/motels, restaurants, landscaping, home building, trucking, and other vital U.S. industries.  As we can all surmise, a complete closing of our southern border without some type of a guest worker program (as the White House has suggested) would shut down numerous industries that are vital to the economy of the United States.

A comprehensive immigration reform bill (S. 1348) failed in the U.S. Senate earlier this summer,  which included the AgJOBS bill, addressed enhanced border security, increased enforcement of employer prohibitions in hiring illegal immigrants, a transition to legal status of the 12 million illegal aliens currently in the U.S., and provisions for future temporary worker programs to fill jobs where there are insufficient U.S. workers.

In an effort to muster bi-partisan support from the U.S. Senate, we continue to work with a team of Senators to hopefully introduce the AgJobs bill (with some modifications) before this current legislative session is over.  It is critically important that AgJOBS be passed by Congress this year. Last year, many sectors of the produce industry reported crop losses due to lack of labor and we're already hearing about worker shortages this season. Our industry needs AgJOBS and we need it now!

As a result of the Senate’s failure, the U.S. Department of Homeland Security, Department of Commerce and the White House announced stricter rules and increased raids surrounding migrant worker employers.  This was a warning signal that the White House suggested to Congress if they failed to create comprehensive immigration reform, and something that will effect everyone of us that employs or utilizes the services of migrant laborers.  

Please take the time to comb through the documentation listed at the bottom of this informational article.  Until Congress does its job, we are subject to increased requirements and raids, and potential penalties of fines and jail time if we do not follow the new law.

Additionally, you can help by contacting your Senator and being an effective advocate for your business and your industry.  Right now, Senators need to hear voices of reason supporting the AgJobs bill and its consideration before this congressional session expires. 

Once, and if, the U.S. Senate agrees on a bill, it will be sent to the U.S. House where our work will be cut out for us.  One step at a time …. Please contact your Senators and set the expectation to create an immigration bill for agriculture that will include a temporary worker program that will work for U.S. Agriculture, and provide workers in jobs that Americans will not do.  Let your elected officials know Today what you need.  They work for us; let’s remind them of that by telling them what impact that these new regulations will have on your business, and what the lack of migrant labor will do to your business.  They need to hear from you.  Please help us to help You.  You can contact them through the link and/or information listed at the top of this page.  Thank you for your help.
