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New Transportation
Services for NWA Members

At the February Annual Meeting the Board voted to participate in the Western Grow-
erg/'C. H. Robinson Transportation Program. Thisinnovative serviceis available
exclusively to shipper members of participating trade associations and has moved over
80,000 loads sinceitsinception in 2006. 1t was developed in response to concerns by
the Western Growers Association Board of Directors regarding refrigerated transporta-
tion costs, equipment supply and service quality. The success of the Program in resolv-
ing these issues for Western Growers shippers led to licensing of the Program to other
produce and nursery trade associations throughout the U.S. Present licenseesinclude
the major associationsin California, Florida, Texas, Georgiaand Idaho. The Trans-
portation Program is operated on behalf of the participating trade associations by C. H.
Robinson Worldwide (CHRW), aleading international 3rd party logistics company.

Thefollowing isasummary description of the Program:

- Designed to combine shipper tonnage to leverage rates, equipment supply and service
- All types of transportation services are provided, including truckload, LTL, intermo-
dal, air and ocean freight

- A CHRW account manager is assigned to each shipper, providing one-call service for
all transportation and logistics needs

- On Monday morning shippers are emailed aweekly transportation market forecast
and rate projections from their local shipping areas to destinations throughout the U.S.
and Canada.

- Freight rates are customized according to the needs of each shipper. Rates offered
include seasonal or yearly pricing, ad and promational pricing, weekly lid pricing and
spot market rates designed to take advantage of short term favorable changesin the
transportation market

- CHRW provides 24/7/365 communication and monitoring of all shipments

- Thelarge CHRW carrier base (over 50,000 contract motor carriers) provides excellent
surge capacity during seasonal and holiday demand periods

- CHRW assumes liahility for logistics related loss and damage claims on shipments
viaitscarriers

- CHRW user friendly software allows shippersto easily analyze their transportation
costs and to cal culate the carbon footprint of their shipments

Use of the Transportation Program is free, without shipper volume commitmentsand is
designed for use by NWA members throughout the country

The Program is turn-key and can be accessed through a single phone call or email to
C. H. Robinson. For further information or immediate use, please contact Dante Gale-
azzi at 1.866.722.2194 or at Dante.Gal eazzi @chrobinson.com

C.H. ROBINSON

WORLDWIDE, INC.

WESTERN ) GROWERS

USDA, FDA Coordinating
Efforts to Ensure Food Safety

The USDA and FDA

are working together U S D A

to achieve the goals of

enhancing the safety and ’=/-_,,_.-——

quality of fresh produce _ r
in waysthat take into ac-

count the wide diversity of

farming operations. While USDA'sAgricultural Marketing Service (AMS) isin the midst
of evaluating a proposed marketing agreement for the leafy green industry, the FDA is
currently developing a proposed produce safety regulation. It is expected these products
will take into account the diverse nature of farming operations and that any marketing
agreement would conform to any regulations that may be promulgated by FDA.

The success of these efforts depends on the feedback and comments received from
growers and other produce safety stakeholders. AMS will continue to review the com-
ments that have been submitted to USDA on the proposed marketing agreement.

To further inform its planned rulemaking, the FDA announced the establishment of a
docket to receive information about current practices and conditions for the production
and packing of fresh produce and practical approachesto improving produce safety.
The FDA will work with AM S to have the testimony from the AM S hearings placed

in the FDA docket for consideration by the FDA. The FDA encourages all interested
persons to submit information they believe will inform the development of safety
standards for fresh produce at the farm and packinghouse, as well as strategies and
cooperative efforts to ensure compliance with those standards.

PTI COMMITTEE REAFFIRMS
MISSION, PLANS ROBUST
ENGAGEMENT WITH INDUSTRY

More than 50 members of the Produce Traceability Initiative Steering Committee met
in February to engage in afrank and open discussion about the initiative's status and
direction. The committee members unanimously reaffirmed their commitment to the
two-year-old initiative's goal to drive whole-chain traceability through common data
standards, supported a more robust engagement and dialogue with all industry sectors,
and recommended a closer partnership with GS1 US to bring expertise and operational
support to the initiative.

“Theintent of our meeting was to measure PTI progress, identify and prioritize issues
facing us, and discuss plans to address these,” said Cathy Green, steering committee

PTI continued on page 19

Study examines produce
food safety outbreaks

TheAlliance for Food and Farming released anew report analyzing the cause of produce-
related foodborne illness outbresks in the United States. It noted that 12.3 percent of all
U.S. foodborne illness outbreaks from 1990 to 2007 were linked to fresh produce; the rest
were caused by other foods.

Of al of the produce-specific outbreaks, ONLY 2.2 percent originated from the growing,
packaging, harvesting or processing of the produce items; over 10 percent were associ-
ated with improper handling after leaving “the farm.” The next |leading sources were
mishandling a foodservice, community events and in the home, respectively.

Thereport concluded that improvements are still necessary when it comesto training and
educating both consumers and restaurant employees on safe handling of produce.

Findings showed that 65 percent of outbreaks traced back to a produce item can be at-
tributed to improper handling in arestaurant, most likely the result of cross contamination
or improper employee hygiene. Mishandling at community events caused 14 percent of
the produce-related outbreaks, followed by mishandling in the home which represents 13
percent of outbreaks associated with produce.

Based on the results of this study, changing consumer food
safety behaviorsin the home environment isalso akey
educational tool to include in food safety by the federal
government.

Many thanks to the Alliance for Food and Farming for their
work and analysis of thisimportant industry and consumer
issue. Theanaysis of CDC data and related findings pro-
vide vauable information and insight for the produce sup-
ply chain in our ongoing quest to improve our food safety
capability and deliver hedthy, delicious fresh produce every
bite, every time.
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served.

nea Farms, LLC™. All Rights Re

Year-Round Value Starts With Dulcinea:

At the heart of Dulcinea Farms™ lies true passion, innovation and quality you won’t find anywhere else. Our
passion drives us everyday to provide the freshest produce and the taste consumers absolutely love. And
with passion comes dedication making sure that every bite of a Dulcinea product tastes simply amazing
year-round. In order to deliver on our promise, we commit to securing the best growing locations, shortening
our supply chain, implementing a continuous cold chain, adhering to strict quality standards, providing
excellent customer support and having partners that share in our vision.

PureHeart®

PRODUCT. INNOVATION. QUALITY. MARKETING. CONSUMER SATISFACTION.

800.495.1561 ® dulcinea.com
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National Watermelon Association, Inc.
104 East Reynolds Street, Suite 212 = Plant City, Florida 33563
813.754.7575 fax 813.754.1118
www.nationalwatermelonassociation.com

The Vineline is published quarterly by the National Watermelon Association, serving the industry
Nationwide since 1914. All rights reserved, except where otherwise noted. Printed in the USA. To
subscribe or to change the address of a current mailing, please call the NWA office in Plant City.
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Subscription rates: USA and Canada, no charge to NWA member. All others, U.S. subscriptions,
$30.00 per year (U.S. Dollars); Canadian Subscriptions, $40.00 per year (U.S. Dollars); Other foreign
subscriptions, $50.00 per year (U.S. Dollars).

All Statements, including product claims, are those of the person or organization making the
statement or claim as it’s own, and any such statement or claim does not necessarily reflect the
opinion of the publisher.
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LOAD DONORS

Phil Turner Farms

Sandia Depot

Sandia Dintributors

South Caroling Watermelen Aszn, *
Southern Corparate Packers

Sun Terra West

Syngenta

Texhoma

Travis Hastings

The Giumasra Company
Wan Gronigen & Sons
Vincent Farms

‘Wabash Valley Growers
Warren Produce

Frey Produce Kirscheneman Enterprises
George Perry & Son = LEM

Georgla Watermelon Assn.  * Leger & Son

Gilliand Melon Sales Mack Farms [ MeMelon
Global Produce Mardel Watermebon Assn
Growers Select Magee Farms

Wiana Watermelon Assn.  * Melon 1 - CBL Packing

Al Harrison Company DL Farms
Alabama Watermelon Assn, * Delta Fresh

Big Chuy *  Diamaond 59

Bab Rawlins DMAC Farms
Borders Melon Company Eagle Eve Produce
Borders Melons East EMEB Farms
Browning & Son Eric Garcia

Cactus Melon
Capital City Fruit
Celli Brathers

Eward Farmsi
First Choice Melons
Fresh Point Harvesting

lackign Farming Company  *

Jatkson Farms
Jarybird Farmes

Melan Acres
Midwest Marketing
Muourin Brothers

Sunitate Produce
Sweel Mama Produce
Texas Meion Exchange

‘Westlake Produce
‘Wiggins Farms
Wiald lsland

Wa nt to protect your crop

from nematodes? .
_ Manufvagturerksmof Quallty Produce Labels.
Then use Telone” _.;,u 0 /ﬂ fﬁ N A
problems Heaihfrth

Creative Packaging Solutions

14031

GRANNY’S
WATERMELONS

T
ollizg3830402241M3

yielon Freg,

Hidalgo, TX 78557

Contact us today Intenational Print & Packaging Inc.
951 HWY 183 North

1.866.904.4477 Lo Wil Texas 78642

or 512.515.6333
Sales@ipp-corp.com Fax: 512.778.5101

WWW.ipp-corp.com

Accreditations

FDA/USDA |56 WBE and HUB t@

) , Harves
Compliant Certified Mark  PREFERRED CONVERTER

1-800-258-3033

T m'l.ﬂ Approved Member
A% 1205

Green Earth Alliance

Approved
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INTERNATIONAL@ PAPER

Bulk Packaging

The Premier Supplier, Innovator,
and Partner for Bulk Packaging

International Paper is positioned to meet your bulk
produce packaging needs as never before. With our
expanded network of plants we can deliver the pack-
aging you need, when you need it. Coupled with a
dedicated Sales and Service team, International Paper
is not just a supplier but a partner with the produce
industry.

Container The Americas

International Paper Bulk Packaging provides the
strength and features you can rely on to protect and
deliver your product to the retail market.

® 40 years of experience in bulk packaging /
oButler

e Sets up fast and locks securely :
* Stable when handled B Exeter Richmonda
e Network of plants and distribution centers that make I
supply seamless
¢ Use of High-Performance linerboard and structural design
elements improve performance and protect the product
Blafayette

e Recyclable product that meets sustainability needs

¢ \\Vide range of graphic capabilities

For information contact:
Lafayette, LA 800-737-2267
Morristown, TN 800-264-8650
Richmond, VA 877-291-9855
Exeter, CA  559-594-1003
Butler, IN 800-355-9723

International Paper

Industrial Packaging

6400 Po_plar Avenue © 2010 International Paper Company. All Rights Reserved.
Memphis, TN 38197 PEANUTS® United Feature Syndicate, Inc.
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g HIGHLAND

<Y.> CORPORATION, INC.

QUALITY. COMMITMENT. SERVICE

\ - Custom, Stock & Thermal Labels

- Graphic Design Services

- Label Applicators, Dispensers & Print and Apply Systems
- Item & PTI Compliant Traceability Labeling Solutions

- HarvestMark Authorized Reseller

- GS1 Bar Code Certified Consulting Services

-,H“ &
o E‘ HarvestMark ~

g tuﬁwm .

590 3rd St. NW « Mulberry FL, 33860
1.888.395.5000 | www.highcor.com

Label Applicator
Model 313-PPLA-B

Improve arrivals with our sanitizers h Ig h | n J

for watermelon washing
- Selectrocide® high-purity chlorine dioxide
- Jet-Oxide™ organic certified sanitizer

Equipment cleaning and
sanitation products
- Keep your facility and packing equipment

in compliance y SelectrocidE"‘
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1.888.395.5000 | www.highlandfresh.net
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CHEP -

PRESERVING THE ENVIRONMENT 2
AND YOUR BUSINESS. i
ONE PALLET AT ATIME. i

Thanks to its customers, CHEP saved 2.5 hillion pounds of solid waste from ending up in landfills
- in one year alone. To see just how, and to calculate how CHEP can help grow your company’s profits
and envi onmgntal profile, visit CHEP.com /onepallet.

LTS
B, -

it

©2008. CHEPUSA. All Rights Reserved. *Study by Franklin Associates. Based on 2007 total CHEP network volume versus one-way whitewood.
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URGENT NEWS
YOUR ACTION IS NEEDED

What is the difference between a High Risk crop and a low risk crop? The answer is ..... the dollars
that are required by many customers for additional audits and other food safety measures because of
the category’s produce outbreak history.

Did you know that a Watermelon by definition is NOT a melon? Did you know that Watermelon
has numerous differences to true melons, such as Cantaloupes?

Did you know that the FDA combines Watermelon in the melon category, which makes Watermelon
a High Risk crop along with true melons? Even though FDA verifies that there are no outbreaks on
record related to Watermelon production practices, our industry is expected to invest heavier than
low risk crops?

Food Safety is a standard part of doing business for every crop. Consumers expect it, and the
government will mandate it soon. However, being a High Risk crop when the data proves that
Watermelon is not is a Major Issue.

Do you want to help to encourage FDA to separate Watermelon from the melon category? Log on to
www.nationalwatermelonassociation.com, and follow the simple steps on the home page. A few
minutes of your time could make the difference and save the industry hundreds of thousands of
dollars in unnecessary costs.

Submit comments to FDA to encourage them to re-define the melon category and put Watermelon in
its rightful place as a safe, healthy commodity. Send a letter to your Representative and both
Senators in Washington asking them to contact the FDA Commissioner to make this change happen.

Please take 10 minutes to log on, and help the industry to be designated by FDA as the safe, healthy
crop that we know Watermelon is.

www.nationalwatermelonassociation.com

Watermelon

N _-‘T.

o rTl‘:

NIIT
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DOUBLE
TROUBLE!
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BUNMBLEBEES

"NATURE'S PERFECT POLLINATOR®

Guaranteed Availability
Pollinates in the Cold, Rain, and wind

Reared to Order and Delivered to your Door
Full Service Technical Support Staff

The Only Commercial Bumblebee Produced in the
United States!

KOPPERT BIOLOGICAL SYSTEMS, INC.

www.ABetterBee.com

INfo@ KoppertOnline.com
1-800-928-8827

FIRST
We do everthing from _ Clﬁ,?EIfg N We are conveniently
Growing to Selling. b GRQWER§ lf;f-lv-’:::a in:

N S

South Carolina
LET FIRST CHOICE BE YOUR ONLY CHOICE

Indiana,
Proudly introducing Melon Head Brand.
Specializing in Mini Seedless Watermelons
and Seedless Watermelons.

We send our Melons through a meticulous packing process.,
This includes washing with Chlorine Dioxide, Weighing, and
Inspections for guality assurance,

Sales Josh Moore 352-258-6309
josha firsichoice me longrowe rs.com
Accounling 229-382-4454 Fax 229-382-8930
195 TyTy Omeqga Road Tifton, GA 31793
www. [irstchoice me longrowers.com
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Bill Albring, Hinkle Produce Partnership

GWA, Membership Award
Tony Mosco, CHEP Partnership

Label Technique Southeast Partnership

* Al Harrison Company *  Frey Produce *  Phil Turner Farms | b r O ke n at
= Alabama Watermelon Assn., »  George Perry & Son = Sandia Depot " -
= Big Chuy = Georgla Watermelon Assn. = Sandia Distributors | t h ]
=  Bob Rawlins = Gilliland Melon Sales =  South Carolina Watermelon Assn, I S ye ar S
*  Borders Melon Company = Global Produce = Sputhern Corporate Packers
*  Borders Melons East = Growers Select = Sun Terra Wast ' =
= Browning & Son = llliana Watermelon Assn, = Syngenta f C O nve n t I O n
* (Cactus Melon * Jackson Farming Company = Sunstate Produce
= Capital City Fruit * Jackson Farms =  Sweet Mama Produce
* Celil Brothers * Jaybird Farms * Texas Melon Exchange
= DC Farms * Kirscheneman Enterprises * Texhoma [ J Atte n d an Ce
= Delta Fresh = LEM *=  Travis Hastings
= Diamond 99 *  Leger & Son = The Giumarra Company .
= DMC Farms = Mack Farms / McMelon = Van Gronlgen & Sons | ® Au Ctlo n
*  Eagle Eye Produce = Mardel Watermaelon Assn, = Vincent Farms t \ \
- EMB Farms =  Magee Farms *  Wabash Valley Growers [ ) EXh | b ItS
* Eric Garcia = Melon 1 - CEL Packing *  Warren Produce
* Evans Farms =  Melon Acres *  Woestlake Produce .
*  First Cholce Melans *  Midwest Marketing = \Wiggins Farms @ S p O n SO rS h I p
= Fresh Point Harvesting = Mouzin Brothers = Woll [sland
, i e Advertising
ShuMIPRRENSN Y LA
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SUGARED > Vigorous plant / High SUGAR COAT & > Viigorous SUGAR BITE ®= > jubille rind

yield / High brix [ Excellent shape uniformity/  plant / High yield / High brix | Excellent pattern [ Personal size [ Firm Fresh [ High
Very firm fruit [ Very sweet taste [ Good crispy  uniformity [ Very firm flesh [ Good crispy yield / Red flesh [ Good brix

texture [ Red flesh color [ Madium-large fruit /|  texture [ Red flesh color / Large fruits /

Hollow heart tolerance Hollow heart tolerance

Weight | Shape Count Rind Weight | Shape Count Rind Weight | Shape Count Rind
(Lbs) (Lbs) (Lbs)
8-10 () Mostly 45 Medium green 16-20 () 45's and 36's Medium green 5-7 @ | Mostly 8sfew 6's Tiger Stripe
Days to Harvest Planting Season Days to Harvest Planting Season Days to Harvest Planting Season
85 SP, SUM, AU 90 SP, SUM, FL 80 SP, FL

ASENSE®TASTE

ZERAIM GEDERA
The Seed Company

Contact: Jose Luis Gonzalez Beristain, Americas Desk Manager, 521 (646) 171 64 04
Meir Peretz, 760 8312629 / Carl Woody Speir, 229 8945398  Robert Arriaga, 956 330 8649 /| www.zeraimgedera.com

© Zeraim Gedera LTD - All Rights Reserved 2010

Gibson Produce
and Watermelon Sales

Vero Beach, Florida
877-569-4268
gilsonproduce@att.net

Bob Gibson, President
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Change in H-2A
Rule Doesn’t
Favor Growers

Recently, the Department of Labor announced afind rule
for the H-2A program. The H-2A fina ruleisthe result of
the Department of Labor’s (DOL) review of the policy deci-
sions underlying a previous revision of the H-2A regulations
published in late 2008. According to a press release from the
DOL, the review focused on the process for obtaining labor
certifications, the method for determining the H-2A Adverse
Effect Wage Rate, and the protections afforded to both the
temporary foreign workers aswell as the domestic agricul-
tural workforce. The new rule went into effect March 15.

According to the DOL, the overal benefits of the find rule
include increased wages for workers and greater accessto
the domestic labor market. The H-2A nonimmigrant visa
classfication appliesto foreign workers coming to or aready
inthe U.S. to perform agriculturd work of atemporary or
seasonal nature. The U.S. Department of Homeland Se-
curity may not approve an H-2A visa petition unlessthe
Department of Labor, through its Employment and Training
Adminigtration, certifiesthat there are not sufficient U.S.
workers qudified and available to perform the labor involved
in the petition and that the employment of the foreign worker
will not have an adverse effect on the wages and working
conditions of similarly employed U.S. workers.

Western Growers President and CEO Tom Nassif respond-
ed to this change in the guest worker program: “Here

we go again,” Nassif said. “The Department of Labor is
reversing the Bush Administration changes to the H-2A
guest worker program, for the second time, which islikely
to be met with a court challenge. This cycle never seems

to end. Meanwhile our nation’sfarmers are stuck with
regulations that are cumbersome and not workable because
they aretoo costly and ignore theredities of farming. This
mess underscores the need for alegidative solution. We
have provided that solution to this administration — aso-
[ution that enjoys bi-partisan support, asolution that enjoys
support from both farm owners and farm labor groups.
Thisadministration must take the lead and encourage
Congressto passAgJOBS.

“Even with an economy that is suffering through 10%
unemployed, domestic workers are not gpplying for these
jobs,” Nassif continued. “We know our produceis going
to be harvested by foreign workers, the question is, will

it be hereinthe U.S. or will it be abroad?We are aready
dependent on foreign energy, do we redlly want to become
dependent on foreign food? Our government officias have
got to quit tinkering around with regulations and really ad-
dressthe problem; it'stime to passAgJOBS.”

Ag groups file suit
to stop H-2A rule

The American Farm Bureau Federation and the North
Carolina Growers Association have filed suit to stop
implementation of afina rule for the H-2A program. The
fina ruleintroduces changes that farm labor advocates
could make wages in some regions as much as $2 per hour
higher for guest workers.

The groupsfiled suit in federal court in Greensboro, N.C.,
requesting atemporary restraining order to stop imple-
mentation of the new H-2A rules. The restraining order
claimsthat Secretary of Labor Hilda Solis violated the
Administrative Procedures Act, Congressional Review Act
and Regulatory Flexibility Act in an effort to shortcut the
normal process for rule making.

The suit claimsthat the department didn’t sufficiently
complete the regulatory flexibility analysisand try to mini-
mize the effect on small business. It is estimated that small
businesses, defined as $750,000 in annua grossincome or
less, make up about 95% of the companies that participate
in the H-2A program.

The Department

of Labor saidinits
rule making that the
regulation would
only affect 1.2% of
all agricultural small
business. However,
Ron Gaskill, 1abor
peciaist with the
Washington, D.C.-
based American Farm
Bureau Federation.
said the department
should have consid-
ered the composi-
tion of thefirmsthat
participate in the pro-
gram, not the entire
universe of agricultur-
al companies. “Our
numbers estimate that we' re talking about a rule that just
in the cost alone will cut into 25% to 40% of net farm
income in those small businesses,” he said. The result
will be displacement and loss of growers, he said.

P

“Small businesses are going to find their way out of those
kinds of labor intensive agriculture,” he said. Agriculture
faces serious labor issues that must be fixed. “We've got
to have acongressiond fix,” he said. “Thisis something
that has got to be solved and solved soon,” he said.

Judge decides on
Restraining Order

OnApril 9th, thejudgein the case denied the plaintiffs motion
foraTRO. Thejudge said (inamemo from the bench) that

an evidentiary hearing was unnecessary because the Plaintiffs
failed to carry their burden of demongtrating alikelihood of pre-
vailing on the merits. Whet thismeansisthe casewill proceed
normally, which could take as much astwo years.

Farm Bureau bdieves AgJobs could be acceptable with some
changes, including aprovision for year-round agriculturd labor
and awege rate formula different from the one now in place.

WORLD-CLASS LABEL SOLUTIONS

Automate your Melon Labeling

* SP-RM6 single lane labeler is ideal for pre-sized

or unsized melons

* Sinclair labels are food=-safe and FDA-compliant
 DataBar-coded labels scan quickly and easily

* We’ll create a label design that’s perfect

for you

» 6-Color quality graphics

Sinc@

WORLD-CLASS LABEL SOLUTIONS

www.sinclair-intl.com
(559) 233-4500

. Fred Ott
Southwest

(209) 609-8450

Willard Shay
Texas & Southeast
(772) 429-0233
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PROTECTION for WATERMELONS

%HDW AgroSciences %Daw AgroSciences

()

Intrepid
2

*Trademark of Dow AgroSciences LLC

™Trademark of Dow AgroSciences LLC

%”DGW AgroSciences

*Trademark of Dow AgroSciences LLC

%_Dow AgroSciences

*Trademark of Dow AgroSciences LLC *Trademark of Dow AgroSciences LLC

Science. Yield. Success.” %ﬁ_l)mv AgroSciences

For additional information about

State restnictions on the sale and use of Intrepid apply. Dow AgrqS_{:lences. p|’IEESE
Consult the label before purchase or use for full details. visit our website at
@™ Trademarks of Dow AgroSciences LLC. www.dow.agro.com
ﬁ.lways read and follow label ﬁm. Gl’ C-a" 1-800*258"3033

December 2009
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EPA Sets New Rules
on Diesel Engines

EPA is setting the first standards that will reduce emissions
of formaldehyde, benzene, acrolein, and other toxic air pol-
Iutants from certain stationary diesel engines. The agency
asserts these pollutants are known or suspected to cause
cancer or other serious health problems and environmental
damage.

“Improving air qudlity is one the agency’stop priorities,”
said Gina McCarthy, assistant administrator for EPA's Of -
fice of Air and Radiation. “Controlling emissions from these
engineswill savelives and protect our communities from
serious health problems, including heart attacks, asthma and
other respiratory illnesses.”

USDA proposes
PACA fee increases

Industry license fees that enforce the Perishable Agricul-
tura CommaoditiesAct will nearly double under a proposal
from the U.S. Department of Agriculture. The proposal,
published March 11 in the Federa Register, would amend
PACA to increase annual license fees from $550 to $995.
Fees for acompany’s branch locations would rise from
$200 in excess of ninelocations, to $600 for each branch
location, the USDA said.

The maximum amount alicensee would pay per year under
the proposal would increase from $4,000 to $8,000, the
agency said. According to the USDA, only 56 firms cur-
rently meet maximum payment standards.

As of October 2008, the agency said there were 14,418
PACA licensees. Of that number, 4,125 were retailers and
grocery wholesaers. Retailers and grocery wholesalers pay
a$100 gpplication processing fee but no annual fee.

The agency said the proposed increase in fees would result
in estimated revenue of $12.4 million per year. AMS ex-
pects the PACA program will have adequate financing until

The emission limits apply to
existing diesel engines
mesting certain criteria
for age, Size, and use.
EPA estimates that
more than 900,000

of the engines generate
electricity and power
equipment at industrial,
agricultural, and other facili-

ties. The engines aso are used in emergencies to produce
electricity and pump water for flood and fire control.
Emergency engines used at most residences, hospitals
and other ingtitutional facilities, and commercid facilities
such as shopping centers are not covered by thisrule.

To meet the emissions requirements, owners and op-
erators of the largest of the engineswill need to ingtall
emissons controls, such as catalysts, to engine exhaust
systems. Emergency engines covered by this rule need
to comply with operating requirements that will limit
emissons.

EPA will issue final emissions standards for smilar exist-
ing stationary engines that burn gasoline, natural gas and
landfill gas, known as spark ignition engines, by August
10, 2010.

fiscal year 2015, when reserves will dip below mandated
levels another fee increase may be needed. Comments
— which can be e-mailed to Pacalicensefee@ams.usda.
gov — received before May 10 will be considered before
the USDA finalizes the regulation, the agency said.
Robert Guenther, senior vice president of public policy
for the United Fresh Produce Association, Washington,
D.C., saidin an email March 11 that the industry will
closdly scrutinize the proposa’s effect on commercia
operations.

“In addition, with such asignificant increaseit isim-
perative that USDA clearly articulate and explain the
justification for the increase, how does the department
plan to utilize these industry funds, and (whether) there
will be similar increases two, three or five years from
now,” he said.

PACA licensefeeslast increased in 1995. PACA officials
said in 2008 that license fee increases were necessary to
keep the branch solvent.

PACA upholds contract requirements, mandates full

and prompt payment for fresh and frozen fruits and
vegetablesin interstate and foreign commerce, removes
unscrupulous individua s from the trade when needed and
provides counsel on PACA trust protection.

E-Verify Misses Half
of llegal Workers

The system Congress and the Obama administration want
employersto useto help curbillegal immigrationisfailing
to catch more than half the number of unauthorized workers
it checks, aresearch company has found.

The onlinetool E-Verify, now used voluntarily by employ-
ers, wrongly clearsillegal workers about 54 percent of the
time, according to Westat, a research company that evau-
ated the system for the Homeland Security Department.
E-Verify missed so many illegal workers mainly becauseiit
can't detect identity fraud, Westat said.

“Clearly it meansit’s not doing it's No. 1 job well enough,”
said Mark Rosenblum, aresearcher at the Migration Policy
Institute, a nonpartisan Washington think tank.

E-Verify alows employersto run aworker’sinformation
against Homeland Security and Socia Security databases
to check whether they are permitted to work inthe U.S.

The Obama administration has made cracking down on
employerswho hire people hereillegaly a centrd part of its
immigration enforcement policy, and there are expectations
that somein Congresswill try to make E-Verify mandatory.

E-Verify correctly identified lega workers 93 percent of
thetime, Westat said. However, previous studies have not
quantified how many immigrants were fooling the E-Verify
system. Much of the criticism of E-Verify hasfocused on
whether U.S. citizens and legal immigrants with permission
to work were falsely flagged asillegal workers.

Sen. Chuck Schumer (NY) has fought expanding E-Verify
because of itsflaws, and said that the fact that E-Verify was
inaccurate so often showsthat it is not an adequate tool.
“Thisisawake-up cdl to anyone who thinks E-verify isan
effective remedy to stop the hiring of illegal immigrants,”
Schumer said.

A so-caled worker verification process like E-Verify is
considered essential to any immigration overhaul proposal
that has any chance of approval in Congress.

Westat's report, completed in December 2009 using data
from the previous year, was quietly posted on Homeland
Security’s Web site Jan. 28 along with asummary that
pointed out E-Verify is accurate “admost half of thetime.”
“While not perfect, it isimportant to note that E-Verify is
much more effective’ than the -9 paper forms used by most
employers, the summary said.

Rosenblum, who has studied E-Verify, said Westat's evalu-
ation shows it doesn’t make sense to substantially expand
and invest in E-Verify without fixing the identity theft
problem. About
184,000 of the
nation's 7 million
to 8 million
employersare
using E-Verify, the
Homeland Security
Department sayson
itsWeb site.

Congress gave DHS
about $100 million to
spend on E-Verify in
its 2010 budget.

Senator Lugar
Co-Sponsors Bill to
Relieve Labor Crisis

In Agriculture

U.S. Senator Dianne Feinstein
(CA) announced that Richard
Lugar (IN) joined bipartisan
legidation to provide America's
famerswith asteady and reliable
workforce. “1 am very pleased
to have Senator Lugar join the
other 21 cosponsors of thishill,”
Senator Feinstein said. “More
and more people are realizing
that America's agriculture
industry is supported by undocumented workers. In state
after state, it’s clear that there are smply not a sufficient
number of workersto carry out the necessary planting and
harvesting of crops. Thisistruein the dairy industry, the
sheep industry, in cultivating row crops and throughout all
of agriculture. The Ag JOBS hill has been negotiated with
growers and farm workers over more than adecade. It is
good palicy. | believe the votes are there to passit on the
floor. Hopefully it can be part of a comprehensiveimmigra-
tion reform bill in the future.”

“Thislegidation isimportant to maintaining domestically
grown supplies of healthy foods. It incentivizes employers
to hire alegal workforce and streamlines procedures for
agriculture workers under the existing H-2A program where
U.S. workersare not available,” Senator Lugar said.

TheAgricultural Job Opportunities, Benefits and Security
Act (AgJOBS) would reform the broken H-2A seasonal
worker program, provide farmers with the stable, legal
workforce they deserve, and offer a pathway to citizenship
for hard-working, law-abiding immigrants already em-
ployed on American farms.

AgJOBSisaworkable solution to the labor crisisfacing
our growers and farmers. Itisatwo-part bill. Thefirst part
meets the immediate needs of U.S. farmers by providing a
one-time opportunity for experienced agricultural workers
who commit to working in U.S. agriculture for the next 5
yearsto become citizens, if they first pay afine and show
that they are current on their taxes and undergo a criminal
background check. Importantly, these workers will have
encrypted, biometric identifiers, which provides, in effect, a
biometric identifier for 1.35 million people who are undocu-
mented but in the country today.

The second part meets the long-term needs of farmers by
reforming the broken H-2A visa program so that if local
workers cannot be hired, farmers and growers have alega
path to hire workersto harvest their crops.

Across the country, farmers are reporting that they do not
have enough labor to plant, tend and harvest their crops, and
that there are not enough workersto milk cows. Asaresult,
farmers have been forced to decrease the size of their farms
and switch to lesslabor intensive and less profitable crops.
Efforts have been made for yearsto get Americansto do the
work but they smply won't doit.

Without reform in place, some farmers are smply closing
up shop. American farmers have moved at least 84,155
acres of production to Mexico from Californiaand Arizona
aone. Asaresult, 22,285 jobs cultivating crops, including
avocados, green onions and watermelon have also moved
south of the U.S. border.

When farmers suffer, thereis aripple effect felt throughout
the economy, including in farm equipment manufacturing,
packaging, processing, transportation, marketing, lend-

ing and insurance. For every job lost on family farms and
ranches, the country loses approximately three jobsin other
agriculture-related industries.

More than 200 agricultural organizations support this
legidation, including Western Growers Association, Dairy
Farmers of America, National Cattlemen's Beef Associa-
tion, National Council of Agricultura Employers, Chamber
of Commerce, United Farm Workers, Farm Labor Organiz-
ing Committee (AFL-CIO), and many more.

Reps. Howard Berman (CA) and Adam Putnam (FL) have
introduced companion legidation in the House.
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Evolution of
the Tractor

150 years

Creation of
a Diamond

3,000,000,000 years

Crunchy Red

™ Firm, deep red flesh

™ Appealing interior quality

™ High brix

™ Good shipping ability

™ Competitive yield

™ Excellent for retail or fresh-cut use

HARRIS MORAN SEED COMPANY
PO Box 4938, Modesto, CA 95352, USA Phone: 209.579.7333 Web: www.harrismoran.com

Data and Disease Ratings are an average of results from various test locations. It is not a prediction of future performance, but a summary of past results.

Your performance will vary depending on the actual environment, pathogen strain and management conditions in your field. You must read and understand

the Harris Moran Limitation of Warranty and Liability (found at www.harrismoran.com) before using this product. For additional information and

conditions of sale, visit www.harrismoran.com/products/watermelon/crunchyred.htm. 012010.v1
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Health care billl
could mean new
industry costs

Agricultural employers and other industry businesses will
face administrative challenges and costs increases by 2014
as aresult of just-passed landmark health care reform
legidation.

House Democrats approved the Senate version of the
hedlth care reform, HR 3590, by avote of 219-212. The
legidation was signed by President Obama on March 23.

Details are still emerging about the $940 billion hedlth care
reform package. The hedlth care legidation holds signifi-
cant administrative challenges and the economic burdens
for growers. Many business and agriculture groups have
expressed concern about health care legidation.

“We'rereally concerned about the competitiveness of U.S.
agriculture,” said Frank Gasperini, executive vice presi-
dent of the Washington, D.C.-based National Council of
Agricultural Employers. He noted only about 10% of farm
workers now have employer-paid health coverage, and
increasing that number will create abig jump in expenses.
“It isvery difficult to understand how aplan like this
would fit for migrant or seasonal kind of workerslike we
havein agriculture,” Gasperini said.

The employer and individual mandates for health insur-
ance coverage begin in 2014. Thelegidation makes an
exception for employer mandates for companies with 50 or
fewer full-time employees. If an employer has fewer than
50 full-time employees - defined as those who work 30
hours per week or more - that employer wouldn’t have to
pay into the health care system for those employees. If an
employer with more than 50 empl oyees does not provide
health insurance to employees - and one of the company’s
workers gets a subsidy from the insurance exchange - then
that company will pay $167 per month per employee. If a
company does offer coverage and employees cannot afford

EPA Calls for
Scientific Review
Of Proposed
Runoff Standards

Congressman Adam Putnam (FL) welcomed an an-
nouncement from the EPA that it will delay a portion
of its new and complex rules for nutrientsin Florida
waters and will invite athird party scientific review of
the standards.

“EPA promised to review the rigor of their science when
they met with me and other members of the Florida
congressional delegation earlier this month,” said
Putnam. “It appears they may have known their science
was lacking. This has been an example of the danger of
them charging ahead on atight deadline with thousands
of technical standards for every Floridawater body
when Florida's Department of Environmental Protec-
tion (DEP) and the Florida Water Management Districts
don't believe those standards are supported by science.”

In aletter to the Florida DEPR, EPA said it expectsto de-
lay implementation of “downstream protection values’
for nutrientsin waters until 2011 and that it will consult
with the FDEP on the scope of the scientific review. The

that coverage, then the employee who can't afford the
plan can go into the exchange and get a subsidized plan.
In that case, the company would owe $3,000 per year
for that employee.

A key provision for growers that use migrant labor is
the definition of seasonal worker. Inthehill, a seasonal
worker is defined as an employee who works 120 days
or less. If workers are employed for more than 130
days, for example, they are considered full-time em-
ployees, and employers would be subject to penaltiesif
insurance is not provided to them.

Administratively, keeping tabs on seasonal workers who
work for multiple employersin the course of ayear will
be a difficult task.

Stay tuned as the months and years progress toward full
implementation of the hill.

ALLEN LUND COMPANY
Wamporfﬂﬁon Brokers

agency also said it expects to announce further details
regarding the scientific review in April.

In February Putnam organized a letter to EPA from
20 members of Florida's congressional delegation,
calling for the agency to extend its comment period
for the proposed rules, which are scheduled to begin
going into effect later thisyear. In response, EPA Ad-
ministrator Lisa Jackson met with the Florida delega-
tion earlier this month to discuss their concerns. “In
that meeting it was clear that there was inadequate
communication between the state and federal regula-
tors. | urge Administrator Jackson to come to Florida
and sit down with FDEP Secretary Michael Sole to
see firsthand and better understand the issue from
Florida's perspective.”

Florida may very well serve as an example to other
states that may face similar EPA water issuesin the
future.

Did you know the world record for a watermelon is 255 pounds?
Did you know Americans purchase and consume 3 billion pounds of watermelon annually?

The Allen Lund Company knows watermelon.

For 34 years the Allen Lund Company has provided the highest level of customer service to support

ishable and produce commodities. Working with growers, shippers and carriers, the Allen Lund Company

N

s available 24-hours a day, 7 days a week to manage your transportation requirements, screening and

pre-approving all carriers before loading your product.

Proud Member,

National Watermelon Association, Inc.

Contact the Orlando Office

(800)290-5863

www.allenlund.com
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Full Count Plant Program®
Simplicity. Choice. Quality. Expertise

The Full Count® Plant Program has changed the way

watermelon growers across the US prepare for their season.
Since its beginning in 2002, Full Count has established itself

as the leading supplier of quality transplants in the watermelon

industry. Full Count delivers ROGERS® Brand genetics to
every major US production region from preferred transplant

producers that growers can depend on.

Gone are the challenges associated with germ, emergence and
usable plants when transplanting your crop in the field. Instead,
you get the assurance of receiving the full count of your plant
order. You also get the simplicity and choice of selecting from
our leading transplant producers. Most important, you get the
L expertise of the Full Count team providing the customer service

you can depend on — satisfaction guaranteed.

SP-4 Super Pollenizer™
Super Just Got a Whole Lot Better

SP4 offers all the features of the industry’s first Super
Pollenizer™, plus the added benefit of intermediate
resistance to Fusarium wilt races 0, 1 and 2 and

anthracnose. It has shown to be very durable under

disease pressure and adverse growing conditions.

ED syngenta.

) £

L 4

Syngenta is one of the world’s leading companies with more than 24,000 employees in over 90 countries dedicated to our purpose: Bringing plant potential to life.

Full Count® and Super PollenizerTM are trademarks of a Syngenta Group Company. ROGERS® is a registered trademark of a Syngenta Group Company.

ZFC 01 00012a En BGD (Date: 2009-12)
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Watermelon Research Focus in 2010

NWA Board of Directors approved seven (7) grants for 2010 at its meeting in February to continue two proj-
ects and to begin five projects of high interest to growers throughout the industry. A number of Universities
and USDA laboratories will be involved in the projects. And,some new names and universities join in the

mix in 2010. They are:

IHI-IQ wirvn Mgl of mstarmneion Leal aymaplsrm. Frods by Do ladnd, TAFY,
Wrsdarn, | 997

- Field Trials for Gummy Stem Blight Resistance
o University of Georgia (Athens, GA) - Cecilia McGregor
0] University of Georgia (Tifton, GA) - David Langston
- Generation and evaluation of a mutation-line collection useful for GummyBSﬁgm
enhancing resistance for poty-viruses and major diseases of watermelon
o USDA, Charleston SC - Amnon Levi, Kai-Shu Ling, Patrick Wechter
0] USDA, Griffin GA - Ming-Li Wang
- Evaluation resistant rootstocks for managing root-knot nematodes
in grafted watermelon
0] USDA, Charleston SC - Judy Thies
o  Clemson University (Charleston) - Richard Hassell Gummy ;tlghmt
- Evaluation of new fungicides as soil and foliar treatments for control of
Phytophthora capsici on watermelon
0] University of Georgia (Tifton, GA) - Pingsheng Ji
o University of Georgia (Tifton, GA) - Alexander Csinos
- Frequency and distribution of old and possible new
viruses in watermelon
University of Tulsa (Tulsa, OK) - Akhtar Ali
USDA, Lane OK - Benny Bruton Phytophthora
University of Georgia (Tifton, GA) - David Langston
University of Florida (Immokalee, FL) - Pamela Roberts
University of Florida (Immokalee, FL) - Shouan Zhang
USDA (Charleston, SC) - Shaker Kousik
University of Auburn (Auburn, AL) - Edward Sikora
- Development and evaluation of early monitoring techniques
for Squash vein yellowing virus, the cause of watermelon vine decline Nematodes
0] USDA (Ft. Pierce, FL) - Scott Adkins
0 USDA (Ft. Pierce, FL) - Craig Webster
o0  USDA (Charleston, SC) - Shaker Kousik
- Evaluating fungicide programs for reducing severity to
gummy stem blight
0] Crisp County Extension Agency (Cordele, GA) - Tucker Price
o  University of Georgia (Tifton, GA) - David Langston Vine Decline

O O0O0O0OO0OO0O0

We wish our research partners great luck as they pursue solutions to our industry’s production issues and
crop diseases.

Many research projects that sought to find answers and solutions to research issues and questions in past
years are posted on the NWA web site. Please take a look at many of the previous projects, which may
provide some answers that can possibly help you in your business.

www.hationalwatermelonassociation.com

PTI continued from page 1 mittee last met in August 2008. At the same time, the recallsand producesarea ROI for theindustry.”
business environment has changed and one of the key
chair and President of the Food Lion family of companies. lessons we' ve learned isthat we need the right model of “CPMA remains committed to supporting the PTI for our
“We focused strongly on feedback received from industry leadership engagement and structurein placeto drivethe  memberswho are active in and ship to the United States or
surveys, from other committee members, and from our initiative forward,” said Bryan Silbermann, PMA Presi- to any organization implementing PTI,” said Jane Proc-
own experience over the past 18 months. As the leader of dent & CEO. “This must include more senior executive tor, vice president of policy & issues management, who
asupermarket company committed to PTI, | found it very engagement, aswell as better ongoing communication confirmed that work is ongoing to ensure that PTI’s best
gratifying to hear for myself that other committee members  and educational outreach aimed at al industry sectors.” practices are digned with GS1 standards.
are aso moving forward to meet the milestones established
in the PTI plan.” “With the hard work of implementing these tracesbility GS1 US has agreed to become an integral partner in the
steps well underway, the complexity and cost of this initiative. A strategic implementation plan will be devel-
The day-long meeting included discussion of surveys effort is proving challenging to many companies,” said oped drawing on the considerable expertise of GS1 USin
conducted to benchmark progress aswell asbarriersto PTI Tom Stenzel, United Fresh President & CEO. “The steer- working with industries to implement broader use of data
implementation. A broad cross-section of industry leaders ing committee candidly discussed the need for greater standards. The plan will include opportunities for involve-
representing many facets of the supply chain attended. stakeholder involvement across the industry, aclearer ment by higher-level executives and interested stakeholders.
understanding of the most cost-effective strategies for It will also provide increased education and communication
“Several PTI working groups have made alot of progress addressing each milestone, and afocus on ensuring that about the initiative as well as greater assistance with imple-

in driving implementation forward since the steering com- PTI resultsin the ability to more narrowly define future mentation of data standards,
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National Report

My apologiesto The NWPB sponsor of PMA and to Al Harrison Co. Brent and Susan Harrison, and Cactus Melon,
Ramon and Barbara Murillo, sponsor to Nogales Produce Convention, for photos being omitted from the last report. They
will be included in thisissue. Thanks again for your support!

Texas Watermelon Association Sponsors

Maggie and | were delighted to be sponsored to the Texas Waterme on Convention in January. It was an avesometime! We
thank the Texas Watermel on Association for sponsoring usto McAllen. The convention and auiction were a huge success. |
would also liketo thank Mr. & Mrs. Chuck Garciafor safely escorting alarge group of usto Mexico, weredly enjoyedit!
Congratulations to Mariana Perez on being crowned 2010 Texas Watermelon Queen! You have agreat year ahead of you!

Georgia Watermelon Association Sponsors

Maggie was delighted to be sponsored to the Georgia Watermel on Association’s convention in Cordele, Georgia. Maggie
and | enjoyed the fellowship and visits and GWA! We appreciate their support and congratulate them on afun and suc-
cessful convention and auction! Congratul ations to Whitney Conner the 2010 Georgia Watermelon Queen, | am surean
exciting year awaits you! Weather prevented attending the Mar-Del and Alabama Conventions, Congratulation on your
Successful Conventions!

Jessica Southard is Crowned 2010 National Water melon Queen
during National Convention in Dallas, Texas

Our 96th annual convention was a huge success, record breaking attendance and auction! Congratul ations go to President
John Lapide and wife Alisa, Executive Director Bob Morrissey and NWA Secretary Laurie J. Hofts on our outstanding Na-
tional convention in Dalas, Texas! | want to thank all the girlsthat participated in the competition; each of you represented
your associations so well! Thanks also to Maggie for doing afantastic job for usl Best wishesto our new President Brent
Harrison!

We congratul ate Jessi ca Southard our 2010 National Watermel on Queen! Jessica represented the Florida Watermelon
Association. We are both looking forward to afantastic Year! Congratul ations to Melinda Gooch, Alabama Watermelon
Queen, on being selected Miss Jubilee and second runner-up. Congratul ations also to Lindsey Mann, Georgia\Watermelon
Queen, on being selected first runner-up! All of you were incredible!

A special thank you to al those that donated and purchased at this year’s successful auction! That iswhy we are a success!
A very specia thank you to the following people that donated scholarships and prizesto Jessica; Kelly and Jean Marin-
aro, Waterford vase; $2000.00 scholarship from MultiCorr; Seminisfor the pewter trays for Jessicaand the runner-ups,;
Jackson Farming, Brent and Debbie Jackson , a $500.00 scholarship in memory of their son Adam; Sue Childers, $500.00
scholarship in memory of her husband Oren; Bob Miller and Nunhems Seed for alaptop computer for Jessica; Chrisand
Ledlie Bloebaum, Delta Fresh for $500.00 scholarship in memory of his of his dad Bob; Scholarship from Tommy Smith
in memory of hiswife June; Wiggins Watermelons for the luggage purchased for Jessica; Richard Wojciak , Abbott &
Cobb for the digital camera; and to al that purchased auction itemsfor Jessica, a sincere thank you to each of you!

Illiana \Watermel on A ssoci ation Sponsors

Shortly after Jessicawas crowned we were off to Evansville, Indianafor their annua convention at the Casino Aztar ho-
tel and convention center. It was agrand time, and another successful auction! Jessicaand | appreciate al the hospital-
ity shown us by IWA. She aso appreciates all the many items purchased for at their auction! Congratulationsto Sylvia
Crowder on being selected the IWA Queen! Thanks IWA for sponsoring us, we had agresat time!

Please let me know if you would like to sponsor Jessicafor promotions, sheisready to get to work! | will be contacting
2009 Sponsors.

Best of the Season to You!
Eleanor Bullock

NWA Promotion Coordinator
229.273.8638 office
229.322.9933 cdll

el eanor@websign.net
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National Pictures

NWPB booth at PMA, Mark, Gordon, Maggie,
Susan and Brent

President John Lapide, wife Alisa, their daughters and their
husbands congratul ate Jessica

Mollie, Maggie and former Texas Queens Congratul ate
Mariana Perez, 2010 Texas Watermelon Queen

il
it *r‘h Lk
N o

Maggie, Alisa, and Ranell surprise Wanda with this Award,
Congratulations Wanda!

Georgia Queen Lindsey Mann and Maggie enjoy some time at
the GWA convention

Julie Akins, Georgia's Promotion Coordinator and Maggie Con-
gratulate Whitney Conner the 2010 Georgia Watermelon Queen

L B i

Sponsors at Cactus Melon, fhe Murillo Family in Nogales

Jessicais welcomed to the Illiana Convention by
IWA President Brad Tony and Family

Maggie crowns Jessica Southard the
2010 National Watermelon Queen

.. | /.f

A RECORD number of former National Queens attending
National Convention in Dallas! What a fantastic group!

£

Stephanie with Moallie and Maggie at Texas Convention

Jessicawith First Runner-up Lindsey Mann(R) and Second

Runner-up Melinda Gooch, and Miss Jubilee(L)
Jessica Congratulates 2010 IWA Queen, Sylvia Crowder
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Trusted Partners
are hard to find.

You work tirelessly to make sure that your customers receive nothing less
than exceptional quality. You deliver time and time again. Rest assured,
when it comes to your packaging, we will have your back.

/ b hr AN

X
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Corrugated Containers | Produce Bins | Solid Fibre Slip Sheets | Liquid & Solid Bulk Containers

— - www.longviewfibre.com
LOI‘QVIew Flbre info@longfibre.com

Paper and Packaging, Inc. 3877.734.9321

Yakima, WA e Seattle, WA e Longview, WA e Oakland, CA
Spanish Fork, UT @ Cedar City, UT ® Twin Falls, ID
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National Pictures

NS
Linda& Jim Barfield

Multicorr Scholarship

Congratulations
Jessical

Thanks to Jim, Randy & Mike

5 Maggie Congratul ates Jessica
b .
—

—

Pallet Supply, Repair, Recycling & Retrieval for Growers

s s +” A lower-cost alternative to pallet rental
IFco + Accepted or preferred by leading grocers 956.227.3077

aec paLler srstens  «# Nationwide service info.na@ifcosystems.com
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Shipping watermelons year-round
Watermelons individually weighed & inspected
Arnold Mack
Brenda Mack
Chandler Mack

Jon Mack
Terry Jones

_—

c,a’l&hraﬁng

Jason Turner

Ken Wiles Phone: 800.334.1112
Dary]ena Keene Fax: 863.678.0022

, : Accounting Office: 863.692.1200
(Accounting)

Mack Farms, Inc. River Packing, Inc.

growing all varities of packing and shipping

potatoes & watermelons potatoes & onions year round
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Alabama Report

We'd like to start by saying Congratulations to our 2009

Melindawith
Georgia Queen
Lindsey take

. advantage of the
Alabama Watermelon Queen for being named 2nd Runner photo and video
H 8 H booth during th F
Up and Miss Jubilee at the 2010 National Watermelon Con- et Atnolc eck rocking out toce metermelon

vention! We are so proud to call you our Queen and we're
very sad to see you go!

The Alabama Watermelon Association held their 2010 AWA
Convention on February 12th & 13th at the Beau Rivage
Resort & Casino in Biloxi, Mississippi. With an unexpected
winter storm rolling through the U.S. that weekend, there was
snow in 49 states, including Alabama and Mississippi. Unfor-
tunately, the unexpected cold weather limited our attendance;
however, it did not put a damper on our spirits! Despite the

low number of only 50 in attendance, the AWA still managed Billy Smith

to have arecord breaking auction, raising $78,925. Thank you S oarding

so much to those donors and buyers who make our association Basmeathi;g

and convention possible! year s amnual
Queen banquet.

At the annual banquet, AWA President Billy Smith, awarded LM“TV?E‘JV%&

Past President Terry Jones with the Lifetime Achievement B | Dalasas

Award, Cindy Vaughn the Outstanding Service Award for her ' f;‘;‘é‘iﬁf“e

dedication to the AWA Queen Program, and 1st Vice Presi- | Stampede.

dent Cheryl Hicks the Jan Ware Award. Josh Moore with
First Choice Melon Growers was named the King Buyer
and Arnold Mack with McMelon, Inc. was named the King

Queen Melinda & Florida Queen Jessica play around with their
cheerleading pals at the President’s Reception.

shades at the AWA Auction.

Jim Mastropietro with
| AWA President Billy
Smith as he’s being
named the Seed Spit
Champion.

Donor. The Seed Spit Champion, Jim Mastropietro, was also %‘ﬁ?ﬁﬁ?&?ﬁ;‘
crowned, with the Queen Contestant Seed Spit Winner being coordinator as
q n she prepares Brenda Mack
Anne Marie Urrutia. for the final a(:(;egpt?ng fﬁe
evening gfc;\t/;:n award for King
N . pOftI on O e - Donor from AWA
Also recognized at the banquet were our 2010 Convention wmgg;ggﬁ " presicent Billy

Sponsors; Gold Level - Jim Mastropietro, International Paper;
Jeff Garrett, Clifton Seed Company; Arnold Mack and Terry
Jones, McMelon; Silver Level - Myron Harrison, Temple-
Inland; Bob Miller, Nunhems USA; Cheryl Hicks, Smurfit-
Stone; Bronze Level - Billy Smith, Billy Smith’s Watermel -
ons; Jay Jones, Sakata Seed; Kelly Marinaro, Sunny Fresh;
Rex Johnson, JR Transportation; Dave Genecco, Genecco Pro-

President Tefry
duce; Luke Reinstetle, Morgan Wood Products; and the 2009 Jones, accepiing
Queen Program Sponsors. Tom Daughtery, Valdosta Plant Team Melinda! CoordinatorsAli & Cindy, Queen Melinda, Achievement

Company; Jeff Garrett, Clifton Seed Company; Myron Har-
rison, Temple Inland; Cheryl Hicks, Smurfit-Stone; Jay Jones,
Sakata Seed Company; Terry Jones & Arnold and Brenda

Casey Vaughn, and Past AWA & NWA Queen Candice.

Brand New
‘Has-Beens'

An honored, and
speechless, Past

Award.

Outgoing Queen
Coordinator, Cindy
Vaughn, accepting

Mack, McMelon, Inc.; Kelly and Jean Marinaro, Sunny Fresh; Mol e om
Jim Mastropietro, International Paper; Josh Moore, First President Billy

Choice Melon Growers; Billy Smith, Billy Smith’s Watermel-
ons, Inc.; and Harry Vaughn, Gulf Seed. We are very thankful
for the sponsorship these members have provided this past
year. We could not have had such a great year and great con-
vention without them.

We had five outstanding young women competing for the title
of the 2010 Alabama Watermelon Queen, and after an ex-
tremely tough competition, Kimberly McCay of Oneonta was
crowned. Kimberly is the 20 year old daughter of Keith and

Joanna McCay and she is currently studying Public Relations crouned 2010
at the University of Alabama. While we were extremely sad Queen Melinde Wetermedon
to say goodbye to our amazing 2009 Alabama Watermelon father at Nationals! Ki%ﬁ;
Queen, Melinda Gooch, we are all very excited to welcome McCay.

Kimberly into the watermelon family. Get ready for an excit-

Smith.

ing year! Kimberly
McCay, 2010
Alabama Water-
o o melon Queen,
Ali Vice Rauc_:h _ oueen il
AWA Promotions Coordinator Melinda Iﬂ% E\!]onesl of
i i with one of ciMelon, Inc.
ali.rauch@gmail.com e o
Sponsors,
Josh Moore
at the AWA
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HT PROGRA
COUNT ON IT!

Tri-X® Brand 313

Melody

Tri-X® Brand Palomar

SP-4 (Pollenizen)

Matrix

Tri-X © Brand 212

Sweet Delight

...Plus all popular
Triploids & Diploids

2" Ask about Athena,
2 % Aphrodite & Ariel

~
IEGERS

EED CO.

-

Plant

Sugar Bite
(Mini Seedless)

Sugarheart
Super Crisp 85
Sugar Coat
SugaRed

Duration
(Diploid Allsweet)

Patron (Pollenizer)

ZERAIM GEDERA
The ed Company

Paul Sawyer: (888) 658-2590
Darren Deal: (229) 224-8639
Jack Shaw: (941) 730-1043
Bryan Hannigan: (609) 440-3685

1-800-962-4999 ° www.siegers.com

- \

We Know Our Wate’MBIo”S

Start

Liberty
Declaration
Revolution

Polimax
(Pollenizer)

..Plus all
popular Diploids

(@

nunhems

Phil Short: (419) 438-2534

Zeh James: (252) 637-8903

Jim Elam: (731) 431-6730

Jason Williamson: (419) 388-6731
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Florida Report
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NWQ Jessica and SCQ Summer having fun at the National
Watermelon Convention.

Greetings from the Sunshine State of Florida

Our year started off traveling to the Georgia Watermelon Con-
vention held in Cordele, Georgia sponsored by Melon 1 at the

L ake Blackshear Resort. Thanks to the Georgia Watermelon As-
sociation for awonderful convention. Congratul ations to Whit-
ney Conner for being selected as the 2010 Georgia Watermelon
Queen.

Due to terrible snow storms, Queen Jessicaand | did not get to
make it to the Mar-Del Watermelon Convention and Alabama i
Watermelon Convention held in February. Congratulations to Queen Jessicawith the John and Alisa Lapide & Richie and
the Mar-Dd Watermelon Queen Parris Travers and the Alabama Rhonda Chastain at the Georgia Watermelon Convention
Watermel on Queen Kimberly McCay as being selected as their
newly crowned queens. We also want to wish blessings to Dawn
Collins (Mar-Del) and Ali Rauch (Alabama) as you begin your
new adventure as their Watermelon Promotions Coordinators.

Then it was off to Dallas, Texas for the 96th Annual National Wa-
termelon Convention held at the Fairmont Dallas Hotel & Resort.

Congratulationsto “Jessica” for bring home
the National Watermelon Title! Weareso
proud of you!

The Florida Watermelon Association is very proud of Jessicafor
the job that she has done this past year. In 1991 Florida Wa-
termelon Queen Bonnie Jo Rankin brought home the National
Watermelon Title and then in 1996 Gina Crews brought home
the National Watermelon Title and then she went on to bein the
2001 episode of “Survivor”. Who know where Jessica may end
up afew years? Be on the lookout for her, she may end up with
Katie Couric or Dancing with the Stars! There are many great
achievements headed Jessica'sway. Way to go Jessical!l! We are
all very proud of you!!!

Maddie at the Southeastern Produce Conference with John and
Hamilton. Thanks Melon 1 for sponsoring me!

“FWA Board”

What an amazing year Queen Jessica and | have had this year. /
We would like to thank al of our sponsors for making thisa Congratulations to the 2010 Georgia Watermelon Queen,
wonderful and memorable year. We would aso like to thank Whitney Conner!

Jessica's family Gary and Kathi Southard for sharing her with us
this past year and providing lots of support!

Queen Jessicain her speech competition.

Jessica having
fun at the
watermelon
auction!

March 6th was a beautiful day in Tampa, Florida with the South-
east Produce Marketing Association. Our First runner-up Maddie
Kelley was busy al day with our Florida Watermelon “Plinko”
game. Everyone that attended the event enjoyed playing it.
Thanksto Melon 1 for sponsoring Maddie and |.

Queen Jessicais visiting with Bob and Betsy Morrissey, at the
Cowboy Stadium L ocker Room.

Be sure and check out the next edition of the Vineline to see who
will be our new elected Florida Watermel on Queen.

Promotional Wear

* Please note my email address has changed

Wishing everyone a successful watermelon season....
until next time

DebraHarrison

Florida Watermelon Promotions Coordinator
Email: debra@flfwa.com

Home: (863) 494-1163

Cellular: (863) 633-8306

S =

. = Queen Jessica and Tommy Smith visiting at the National
b\ : = Watermelon Convention
.
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Custom. Lol * i Stk Ll * T & s Jolsl

3377 Bill Metzger Lane * Pensacola, Florida 32514
800-476-1028 « 850-478-8801  850-478-8803 Fax

Providing Quality Custom
Labels for The Watermelon Industry

S
\

P
\

BCT
y 0 LYCOPENE O

// Q
) LEADER IN '7
FRESH PRODUCE
While many factors affect heart disease, diets low in saturated
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. A * Flexographic Printing / Line Screen 200 % o

R ED SEED HES s * Pressure Sensitive Labels —
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* Non-Pressure Sensitive Tags
* Security Labels / Tags:
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A i Tamper Evident
n,. 0 6 o

33383 40240 : - Destructibles / Frangibles
#4032 7 - Color Shifting: Ink / Film
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anEE 4 - Pass / Fail Authentication

harvestmark.com X

V> - Continuous Thread
Water Mark . MR
* Consultation: Securing the Supply Chain 0113338340243
* Thermal Transfer 12 gggg%
* Direct Thermal
* Consecutive Numbering
* Bar Codes
* Laser Labels
* Static Cling
* Durable Goods Labeling
* Underwriters Laboratories (UL) Labels
* 4 Color Process Printing

Callus today! Our staff is ready to assist
AUTHORIZED yolu.w1th quality labe;l solutions, from
Harvest RESELLER original concept to finished product.
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Georgia Report

The Georgia Watermelon Association is pleased to announce our

2010 Georgia
annual meeting, held at Lake Blackshear Resort and Golf Club in Waterm'\;ipn : % .
Cordele, GA, was agresat success. The two day event, held January \?\,ﬁf&y l;ssonner_ Mr. and Mrs. Brent Jackson spending alittle time with Whit-

19-31, 2010, boasted the highest attendance numbers in recent history ney after the NC banquet.

with more than 234 attendees. The educational sessions, our live auc-
tion and Georgia Watermel on Queen pageant, held during our banquet
was a huge success. Miss Whitney Conner was crowned 2010 Georgia
Watermelon Queen during our annual meeting. Whitney is the 20 year
old daughter of Ronnie and Debbie Conner of Abbeville, GA. Whit-
ney will graduate in December of 2010 with a nursing degree from
Abraham Baldwin Agricultural College. Miss Summer Nix of Dalton,
GA isour first runner up and Miss Amanda Murray of Americus, GA
is our second runner up. GWA would not have been able to make this
annual meeting such a success without the help of our corporate spon-
sors. We would like to thank the following for their support: Platinum
Sponsors-Temple Inland, Melon One and C & L Packing, Gold Spon-
sors-McMelon Inc., Borders Melons East, Zeraim Gedera, Clifton
Seed, LTF Greenhouses, LLC., Georgia Pacific, First Choice Melon
Growers, Siegers Seed Co., APE., Pallet King, International Paper,
Multicorr, Silver Sponsors-AgGeorgia Farm Credit ACA, Triangle
Chemical Co., Nunheims USA, Inc., Abbott & Cobb., Blanchard
Equipment Co., Dixon Farm Supply. Inc./Dixon Gin Company, - ,
Seminis Vegetable Seed, Bronze Sponsors-Smurfit Stone Container Whitney with Michael Perkerson and Tray Joiner with the GA Our 2oto Que;w wr;i'tney isready for a
and Highland Fresh Technologies. GWA also greetly appreciates the Deptof Agriedlure ey EemEan SN
Queen Scholarship Sponsors: Arthur Ben Morris, Bank of Doaly,
Multicorr, South GA Banking Co., and Sue Childers. The Associa-
tion would like to thank al load donors and buyers. We appreciate all
the contestant sponsors: Craig Mathis, Hobbs Produce, First Choice = i tH v :

Three beauties
representing our
industry well!

Melon Growers, Tucker Farms/Ricky and Clay Tucker, Melon One, working 1 18
Darren and tammy Deal and Ricky Jackson/Crisp Melons. Our exhibi- watermelon |+ <k
torsincluded: Agrimar Corp, Atlantic Pallet Exchange, BB Hobbs, b‘Z‘_’:‘ t;’Fi ';:g e

Bradco Trasportation, C. H. Robinson Worldwide, CHEP USA, Food j o GA Legislature

Safety Fundamentals, Georgia Pacific, Highland Fresh Technologies, Our Queans always get Interviewe! 2 the Cordele Fish Fry o during Ag Day.
A " L . the Freight Depot.

Pal-King Pallets, Smurfit-Stone Container, Temple Inland, Triangle o reg e

Chemical, Virtual One and YottaMark. Thank you for your support!

Whitney and our
Georgia Gov.
Sonny Perdue
We are excited to report our 2010 Queen tour has already begun. Feb during Ag Day.
5 Whitney made her first of many appearances on WSST in Cordele,
GA. Feb 8-9 Whitney attended the Cordele Chamber of Commerce
Annual Fish Fry at the Atlanta Capitol followed by legidative vis-

its. March 5-6 we were sponsored by Leger and Son at the Southeas

Produce Council Meeting in Tampa, FL. March 12-14 Whitney was GWA is extremely proud of our 2009 Queen Lindsey Mann for
sponsored by Adam Lytch with L & M Produce to the North Carolina bringing home first runner up from NWA Convention in Dallas.
Watermelon Convention in Wilmington, NC. March 16 Whitney pro- :

moted our “Breakfast a GO-GO” recipe at the AGAwareness Kick-Off Whitney
in Atlanta at the Georgia Freight Depot followed by more legisative practieing up
visits at the Atlanta Capitol. This event consisted Gov. Sonny Perdue, spit techniques
The Dean Brothers, members of GA Legisature, 4-H Young Farmers, d“\;{,';?;:f e

and FFA. Approximately 800 people attended this event. We have sev- Convention.
eral new promotions coming up this year and are looking forward to
our next two tripsto St. Augustine Florida for the Florida Watermelon
Convention and L os Vegas for the NWPB Training Seminar that

will be held during the United Fresh Produce Show. Our queen tour
IS going to be extremely busy throughout the year of 2010. GWA is
working with a Specialty Crop Grant, given by the GA Department of
Agriculture. We have 22 in-store promos, 5 Welcome Centers and 10
Media A ppearances we must attend. If anyoneisinterested in using
our Georgia Watermel on Queen Whitney Conner to promote Georgia
Watermelons, please contact us and we will gladly help you promote
our industry. It is hard to believe another watermelon season is here!
We are ready to promote our Georgia \Watermelon!

Representative
Buddy Hardin
and Whitney
inAtlanta

Our very own Ken
Lewis visits the booth
during Ag Day in
Atlanta.

Sincerely,

Julie Akins

Georgia Watermelon Association
Promotion Coordinator
770.842.3309
akinguliel@windstream.net

Thank you Adam
Lytch for sponsoring
ustoNC.

One of Whitney’s many visits

- - — = a - 1 to our Atlanta Capitol.
% -
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\When only the best will do . .

D

abbott&cobb

Setting New Standards
In Vegetable Quality

DARL TO BL DIFFERENT

www.acseed.com

800-345-7333

T.'

Contact
Pete Suddarth

Sales Area

M. Carolina, S. Carolina, Delmarva

229-563-3042

Contact
Richard Wojciak

Sales Area

?

Phone
561-371-2023

Chuck Elam

South & Central Florida

863-559-3494

Berry Tanner

?

912-424-9630

Russ Beckham

MNorth Florida & Georgia

229-403-7358

Pieter Droegkamp

Midwest

262-366-0407

Pete Perez

California

209 277 6191

Robert Elliott

Arizona & New Mexico

520-841-0071

Jog Chapa

South Central US

956-802-0394

Wimp Tackeberry

Missouri & Arkansas

573-344-0063

Joe Rodriguez

Missour & Arkansas

956-522-1652

800-624-2123
773-254-2300

Cell: 708-932-3226
Fax: 773-254-5063
Fax: Oct-April 708-429-9402

Warehouse: 4532 S. Kolin Ave.
Chicago, IL 60632
Office: P.0. Box 2215
Orland Park, IL 60462

\c_’r:?
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llliana Report

Spring has sprung here in Indianal Let’sALL grow some super
watermelons and make this the year of the sweet, juicy, Ameri-
can WATERMELON!

Johnna wrapped up her year with atrip to the Georgia con-
vention. Many thanksto Anita Field for driving us down to
Cordele. We had agreat time. Johnna thanksthe lllianaAs-
sociation for her watermelon pendantl. It will be awonderful
keepsake of amemorable year. The Knox County Chamber of
Commerce Breakfast Bandwagon was hosted by IWA in Janu-
ary and Johnna presented her speech to the members.

Weather short-changed two promotions. Melon Acres spon-
sored us to the AG Hort Congressin Indianapolis. Unfortu-
nately Johnna couldn’t get there due to freezing fog. We also
planned to attend the Mar-Del convention, but aswe all know
the blizzard hit!

Next up, Dallas Texas National Convention; did they score a
touchdown! Thanks to the NWA and the Texas Association
for hosting a championship level convention. From the Sta-
dium, to the tailgate, and on to the banquet it was pro bow! all ‘ , , ,

) .. NWA president Brent Harrison and National Queen Jessicaare
theway. Illiana Watermelon Association proudly accepted the al smiles
marketing award for their Kroger 200 Race promotion. Thank
You to NWA, NWPB, and al of the other state associations
who have sent their queens and coordinators to help with this
promotion. We couldn’t do it without you all!

Queen Sylviawith Josh Moore of First Choice Melons and
Mike Horrall of Melon Acres.

Three short weeks later we landed at Casino Aztar in Evans-
villeIN for the Illiana \Watermel on Association 21st annual
convention. WA was honored to host National Queen Jessica
for her first promotion and aso welcomed new NWA president
and first lady Brent and Susan Harrison to Indiana. As Johnna
prepared to give up her crown she received an out-going schol-
arship provided by Keith Carter of Kemper CPA. Johnnaalso
thanks Norman Lamb Produce for her Queen Tour video.

2010 Illiana Watermelon Queen is Sylvia Crowder of Cayuga
Indiana. Sylviaisthe daughter of Thomas and Karen Crowde.
She attends North Vermillion High School and plansto attend
Indiana University to become adentist. Sylviareceives a $1000
scholarship from International Paper and Multicorr. Shealso
receives awardrobe allowance provided by JRT, Inc., Rick Mc-
Dougal and Rex Johnson of JRT, Inc., Nunhems U.S.A., Freyco
Produce, McKinley Custom Spreading, Inc., and Kenworthy’s.
The queen seed spit award was sponsored by Abbott & Cobb

and won by W lvia Johnna with IWA board members Anita Field and Rich

Novak in Georgia.

Thank You Susan Soeder and Multicorr for
helping sponsor our scholarships.

Chelsea Sullivan of Oakland City Indianaisthe 1st runner-up
and receives a $500 scholarship from International Paper and What abeattiful group of young ladies.
Multicorr. 2nd runner-up is Katilyn McClure of Owensville In-
diana. Katilyn receives $200 from by John Nowaskie Melons.
Miss Jubilee is Virginia Westfall and her award is provided by
DoubleT.

2010 Illiana Watermelon Association Board of Directors:
Chairman of the Board- Brad Toney

President- Carrie Smith

1st Vice-President- Brad Johnston

2nd Vice-President- Mike Horrall

Promotions Coordinator- Beth Frey

e t
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| report

Mark Amey
Executive Director

NWPB Welcomes
New President

Josh Bailey recently passed the gavel on to the new
NWPB President Chandler Mack at the NWPB board
meeting held in Dallas, Texas. Josh will now assume the
active role of past president. Congratulations and wel-
come to Chandler!

Y 4 lﬂ
Josh Bailey pictured with Chandler Mack

Southeast
Produce Councll
holds “Southern
Exposure™
Conference

The NWPB recently exhibited at the Southeast Pro-
duce Council’s Southern Exposure retail and foodser-
vice conference. More than 1,300 attended the March
4-6 exposition at the Tampa Convention Center. This
was the first time that the NWPB had a booth at this
well attended conference.

A number of watermelon handlers also had booths
at the convention and all were pleased with the turn
out. NWPB staff met numerous representatives from
several nationa and retail chains during the one day
event.

Lorelei DiSogra, vice president of nutrition and health
for Washington, D.C.-based United Fresh Produce
Association, spoke at the group’s educational ses-
sion. Her presentation was on the Women, Infants and

Children (WIC) nutrition program. Recipients of the
program can now use their vouchers to purchase fresh
fruits and vegetables.

NWPB staff had been at the forefront of this program
when it was in its pilot phase. In one of the largest
WIC areas, South Central LosAngeles, inthe WIC
Project watermelon ranked 12th out of the 20 top fruits
& vegetables purchased by WIC recipients. In just

this area alone sales of watermel ons were projected to
grow to $7 million. Watermelon sales are expected to
expand throughout the country as the program takes
hold in other states.

1ateamelon _l*.”'] 0
AN '..*l_; [able

NWPB Executive Director Mark Arney (right) is shown in front of the
NWPB booth . On the left is Trey Miller, whose family is heavily involved
in the watermelon business and Trey helps the NWPB out on special
projects. Also pictured is Florida Watermelon Queen Maddie Kelley.

IR4 CLC Meeting

Mark Arney and Berry Tanner (representing NWA) attended
the IR-4 CLC mesting in Washington, DC in early March.

Leonard Giannessi of the Crop Protection Research
Institute presented on the “Value of Insecticidesin US
Crops’ which was a 3-year endorsed study involving 22
crop commodity organizations. It was revealed that 50
crops are major users of insecticides. Total production in
the US is 267 million acres and seventeen percent (17%),
or 45 million acres, are treated with with at least one ap-
plication of a conventional insecticide. It was estimated
that for every $1 invested in the cost of applying insecti-
cides, the farmer receives a $19 return per.

Of additional note from the presentation:

* Fruit and vegetable crops represent 7 million acres of
which 80-99% are treated with insecticides

* Field crops represent 260 million acres of which only
10-20% are treated with insecticides

Presently, insecticides are the first line of defense against
invasive insects. Olive fruit fly isthe most serious insect
pest of olives and 100% of acres are treated. Soybean

Mark Arney and CLC Chairman Rocky Lundy

Aphid became a serious pest of soybean in year 2000
and over 14% of 11 million acres of soybeans receive an
insecticide application targeting the pest.

Inthe US, $1.2 billion is spent on insecticides, the big
need states are Washington, California, Florida and Geor-
gia. A need does exist for specialty crop models. A study
is underway at the University of Floridafor specialty
crops that focuses on fumigants and seed treatments.

Following the presentation, the CL C business meeting

Ohio Woman Is
Youngest to Cross
the Atlantic Alone

By Mara Gray, contributing writer to AOL News

(March 15) -- The Atlantic Ocean is no match for
Katie Spotz. The 22-year-old woman became the
youngest person to make the trip across the Atlantic
alonein arowboat. After 70 days at sea, hundreds of
well-wishers welcomed Spotz into the port of George-
town, Guyana Sunday as she completed her 2,817 mile
journey from Dakar, Senegal.

“The hardest part was just the solo part,” Spotz told
The Associated Press.

For over two months, she rowed alone amid high
waves, beating sun, and very little fresh food. But
for the Mentor, Ohio native, “endurance challenges’
areaway of life. In 2008, Spotz became the first
person to swim the entire length of the 325-mile Al-
legheny River. She has also biked across the country
and ran 150 miles across the Mojave and Colorado
deserts alone.

Spotz's trans-Atlantic row raised over $70,000 for the
Blue Planet Run Foundation, which works to provide
safe drinking water around the world. Her coach, Sam
Williams, said Spotz was more interested helping the
foundation’s cause than she was in breaking records.

“Therecords are just a bonus for Katie. Rowing the
Atlantic and raising funds for clean water are the
things she really cares about,” Williams told the AP,

But there’s areason so few rowers dare to make the
trip across the Atlantic. According to The New York
Times, Spotz rowed between 8 and 10 hours a day, and
said rough waves made it difficult to sleep. “ Sleeping

began. The CLC chairperson, Rocky Lundy, was
reappointed for 2 more years. We were then joined by
the IR-4 Executive Director, Jerry Baron.

Jerry Baron spoke on International Harmonization,
pointing out that US and Canada are trading partners
and that IR-4 at Food Use Workshop sets many priori-
tieswith Canada. Effortsto aid International Harmo-
nization isanew IR-4 initiative to help US farmers
compete in offshore markets.

IR-4is currently funded at $16.18 million and a need
exists for $20 million. The biggest need isthe USDA
ARS areawhich needs new analytical equipment for
all three laboratories. Newly emerging invasive insect,

Katie relishes a slice of watermelon upon her arrival in Guyana

~

was areal problem,” Spotz told The Times. “It took atoll
to put out that much physical effort on very little rest.”

About aweek ago, Spotz had nearly made landfall when
she encountered such rough seas that she was forced to
row 400 miles to the northeast of her original destination
of Cayenne, French Guiana, to Georgetown.

On the second-to-last day of the trip, her GPS tracker
caught on fire. At one point, she encountered 20-foot
waves. “| was worried the boat might capsize,” she said.
Spotz ate freeze-dried meals, munched on small plants
she grew on board, and, according to the AP, dug into a
watermelon as soon as she hit the shore in Guyana.

You can read the rest of the story at Katie's website,
www.RowForWatermelon.com or the AOL Online News
story at www.AOLnews.com keyword *katie spotz'.

disease, and weed species controls are being devel oped
through IR-4's network of State University and USDA
ARSfacilities.
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FOODEX Japan

FOODEX JAPAN isheld annually, welcoming 2,400+
exhibitors from 60+ countries & regions and drawing
85,000+ visitors over the 4-day show period. With over
30 years serving as Japan's top trade food and beverage
show, FOODEX JAPAN is renowned as an established
and rewarding event.

The event is a platform for exhibitors and visiting buy-
ersto meet and interact, offering key opportunities for
dynamic discussions and business possibilities to enter
Asian and global markets. The beginning of March
welcomed the 35th International Food and Beverage
Exhibition, and the National Watermelon Promotion
Board (NWPB) was proud to be afirst time exhibitor in
the USA Pavilion. FOODEX isAsia’slargest food trade
show. NWPB was joined by the only current exporter of
US watermelon to Japan, Van Groningen & Sons.

The four-day event included meetings with retailers,
brokers and food processors, as well as avisit to Ambas-
sador John Roos's residence for a welcoming reception.
We are very excited about the high level of interest in US
fresh watermelon, and are looking forward to sending
over product samplesto the biggest retail chains this
spring and summer.

NWPB Staffers were joined by Yamano & Associates
representative Tonia David, aswell asYY World Inc.’s
Yuji Yamaguchi.

]
Marketing Director Gordon Hunt, Dan Van Groningen and Yuiji
Yamaguchi from YY World Inc. at the share NWPB booth

Dear FOOOEX USA Pavilion visicos

O el ol the Undted Stetes Goverfiment,
B i & greot plessure o welcome you to the USA
Pavilion af FOODEX, 20010, Ay we propare io show
cas oaur prpducts st Avin's larges focd oade thenw
| whowild fike 1o express our deep appreciation Tor
ihe excellent food and sgricultucal markets we en-
|oy n Japan and in the mst of Asla

2000 i & special year for v The United States
e Japash hinve perhaps the closest ageicultisal re-
lationship in pe worlkl. My sgricuiturnal colleaguses
at the US. Embassy lune created an exciting se-
Hes ol saenis over the el seviral monthi called
Partnstrs in Agricuftune, which celebeaies Ehe spii
o thiz close relatiorship, FOODEX Lapan has also
played an imponam eede in this partnership for

ABC De Frutas
Y Verduras

by Elia Gonzalez, Grupo PM S A. de C. V.

Mexicans' eating habits have changed. Currently they
are interested in eating properly and including fruits
and vegetablesin their daily diet, considering the rel-
evant role of their nutritional characteristics. However,
this marked trend from consumers demanding healthy
and quality food seems opposed to the phenomenon of
the shrinkage of these natural products during the stage
known as post-harvest handling. Despite the oversup-
ply of produce, thereis agreat amount of waste after
harvest; the rates for developing countries are esti-
mated between 15 and 50%, according to FAO (Food
and Agriculture Organization), and Mexico isnot an
exception to thisfact. The reasons for produce shrink-
age may be found in the lack of appropriate use of
conservation techniques during the handling of fruits
and vegetables in the reception, storage, transportation,
and display areas.

Some of the factors affecting the quality and shelf

life of produce are: Lack of control on their ripening
process on which quality, shelf life, spoilage, and busi-
ness success depend; physical damage caused by poor
handling of packages; poor temperature control at any
stage of the cold-chain; inadequate storage disregard-
ing product compatibility -such as ethylene sensitiv-
ity and production rate; production and absorption of
aromas due to temperature and relative humidity.

Spoilage caused by poor handling of food not only
worsens the hunger issue, but it also has an impact on
poor quality of produce, and on their cost. In short, the
waste of food that is not fit for consumption damages
all of the actorsin the distribution system, from the
grower, through retail chains and markets, to the final
consumer.

Itisaproven fact that training is atool that enables
companies to adapt to new circumstances. For work-
ers, training is an opportunity to acquire new skills,
knowledge, and attitudes that will improve their
competencies for successful performancein their jobs.
In this regards, training the people who are responsible
for handling produce isimperative to improve produce
preservation and handling.

ABC

DE FRUTAS
¥ VERDURAS

. !,_
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In Mexico, the educational level of the peoplein-
volved in the commercialization and distribution of
these products is estimated as follows: Two-thirds of
the personnel have completed grade and junior-high
school; one-third is youngsters between ages 16 and
24, therefore they are not specialized in produce han-
dling and consequently, require training in order to be
able to perform effectively.

ABC de Frutasy Verduras (ABCsfor Fruits and Veg-
etables) is a comprehensive training program based on
manuals from multiple associations and on specialized
reference material, conceived to fill this gap sharing
expertise and knowledge in this program aiming to
support the wholesale and retail sectorsin Mexico.
Thisis aself-taught program, available to the training
and human resources areas, and for existing and newly
recruited personnel, and it offers multiple advantages.

The benefits this tool providesto the distribution sys-
tem are many:

* It is a permanent source of information on fruits and
vegetables;

* It provides atraining option for recently recruited
personnel;

* People can be trained anywhere with internet access;
* Itisan incentive for the personnel, as they will re-
ceive proper accreditation after program completion;

e Last, but not least, it contributes to the improvement
on produce handling. For staff members, this program
represents a self-learning and self-evaluation media,
where they will learn on fruits and vegetables at their
own pace and rhythm; it is aso a source of informa-
tion on these subjects; in the end they will obtain an
accreditation diploma and, most important, they have a
direct participation in improving the handling process
of fresh produce.

Source: ABC de Frutasy Verduras

Tonia David with a Daruma doll, which in Japan is seen as a symbol
of perseverance and good luck, making them a
popular gift of encouragement.
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with FODDEXE, we ase kicking off our Farinen in
Apriculiuine celebratian at the shore
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Associate Director Stephanie Simek poses with traditionally costumed girls in the Akita prefecture while touring the Japanese
halls with a delegation from the USA Pavilion.
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Laurel Farmers' Auction Market

Laurel, Delaware

Specializing in watermelons,
cantaloupes, sugar babies
and other vegetables
e Open July 15 - Sept. 20
e Sales 6 days per week
e Sample sales of trailer

loads
o Loading docks
o Truck scales
o Packaging materials

Since 1940 - Serving the East with Quality

Watermelons & Cantaloupes

"No Buyer Too Big or Too Small”
"Over 1600 Growers to Supply You"

"No Fee for Buying”

Call: (302) 875-3147 or (302) 875-2503

Manager - Thomas Wright
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Thank you Alabama
Association for

sending Alabama
Queen, Melinda Gooch.
She got to see her first
snow and we |loved
having her.

Mar-Del Report

As one chapter closes another one opens as we said thank you

to our wonderful Queen, Jessica Haden and welcome our new
Queen, Parris Travers. Queen, Jessica Haden has done such a
fantastic job representing our association and the watermelon
industry. All of usin the association are extremely proud of the
job Jessicadid at our National Convention in Dallas. We appreci-

ate al her hard work and dedication throughout the year. We love _ Queen
you and welcome you into our Watermelon Queen Hall of Fame. e

Queen, Jessica's farewell banquet and the crowing of our new
queen was memorable. With attendees down in numbers and
snow piling up outside we had arecord breaking auction and tons
of fun. Asthey say in show business — The show must go on! And
wedid!! A blizzard started on Friday and by Sunday we had 15

plus inches on the ground. A specia thank you goesto al that Queen I has becn a fun
made it to our convention despite the weather without all of you it e ok and leughts
would not have been possible. We would also like to take this op- Member Thank you to

| .. . Travis both of you for all
portunity to thank all the people that volunteered their time while Hastings your hard work!
at the convention to make it a success. We have such aunique and wie

and wonderful group of people that make our convention and our
year of promoting our product successful and we thank each and
every one of them for the love of our association and our product.

Also, we would like to thank Outgoing President, Doug Corey
for his leadership. A specia thank you goesto Candice Hales for
stepping up and taking on the role as Coordinator last year. You
have done awonderful job and |eft some big shoes for metofill.

Our Lifetime Achievement Award was given to Jeff Hastings.
Jeff isaPast President and longtime supporter of our association
and the industry. Also, we handed out two scholarship awards
to well deserving recipients. One scholarship winner was Jonah
Vincent the son of Raymond Vincent. The other recipient was
Shelby Hurley the daughter of Steve and Tina Hurley.

Thank you John
for al your
Newly crowned, Parris Travers, 1st runner up Haley Wyatt

and 2nd runner up Kate Mahn

With 6 beautiful and intelligent contestants the judges had a hard
decision but in the end Miss Parris Travers was the judges pick.
The 1st runner up was Haley Wyatt and 2nd runner up Kate
Mahn. Congratulationsto al the girlsthey did awonderful job.

Parrisisthe 19 year old daughter of Rodney and Donna Travers gﬁ;ﬁﬁg
of Woolford, Md. Sheis attending Salisbury University studying Wﬁeasm“g{gbr']gf;gm‘@gffaz‘z Hvatt I Cambridde, M. her sucoessor
Early Childhood Education. Her main goal would be to achieve

her Masters and become a principal at the elementary level. We outcoin Queen Parris
look forward to working with Parris and we know her poised Present Doug oo fo
and professional manner will make her awonderful watermelon Corey. Thank all her gifts!

you for your

spokesperson. Our association welcomes her into our watermel - leadership.

on family!

As the promoting season begins we have several promotions
lined up. In March we will look forward to seeing everyone at the
Florida Convention. April we will be at the Dorchester Y MCA
Kids Health Day, Promotional Training and Delaware Ag Day. In
May we will be attending the Kid Zone at the Dover Speedway
and Frederick County Elementary Schools. We look forward to a
wonderful year promoting our product with Queen, Parris!

We pray everyone will have a successful spring and awonderful
season!

Watermel on Wi shes, Six beautiful contestants. Jordan Callaway, Erica Springer, Queen Izb(;%gs'\{ll'?rav[;rds
Paige Valley, Parris Travers, Kate Mahn and Haley Wyaitt

Dawn Collins
Promotions Coordinator

; — The Watermelon Queen Hall of Fame welcoming their new
- All ready for along afternoon carrying auction items and sister. Lani Kennedy (2004) Stephanie Abt (2007), Jessica

b\ _ e raising money. Haden (2009) and Parris Travers (2010)
p—
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Diversity is what you’ll discover with Sakata’s full Watermelon line. The rewards will be your
great fortune with high quality, exceptional yields and superior taste—not to mention the
excellent internal and external qualities. Here's your chance to explore new found success—

your treasure awaits.

SAKATA

www.sakata.com

CLFTON JED

@ Sakata Seed America, Inc. All Righls Reserved.
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North Carolina Report

Hello and Greetings from North Carolinal

| hope this update finds everyone well and rested from a
very busy early spring! Queen Kendey has had avery
busy and wonderful year. Before the National Conven-
tion, Queen Kendey traveled to the South Carolina
Watermelon Convention to lend support to the outgoing
Queen Summers, and meet the newly crowned Queen,
Blair. Queen Kensley had awonderful time and saw
some fellow North Carolinians there! Congratul ations
to the new South Carolina Watermel on Queen!

Next stop was the National Convention. Queen Kens-
ley made North Carolina proud. She was beautiful and
elegant in all phases of competition. She enjoyed her-
self and enjoyed being with the other Queens! Queen
Kensley also took some time to see some of the sightsin
Dallas, Texas, aswell asvisit with her family who had
traveled to se her compete. The entire North Carolina
Watermel on A ssoci ation wishes newly crowned Nation-
a Queen Jessicagood luck!

The last stop for Queen Kendey was the North Carolina
Watermelon Convention. There Queen Kendey helped
to crown her successor-Madelyn Varner.

Queen Madelyn will soon be off to aquick start! Media
training is just around the corner and she along with 1st
runner up, Leslie Revelle will attend the event!

See you all soon!

Susan Mills

Promotions Coordinator

North Carolina Watermelon Association
VotedMills@aol.com

910-485-1385

910-308-2409

Pallet Supply, Repair, Recycling & Retrieval for Growers

; + A lower-cost alternative to pallet rental
IFco + Accepted or preferred by leading grocers 956-227-3077

Rec paLler sysiens  «* Nationwide service info.na@ifcosystems.com




38 « the Vineline National Watermelon Association « Spring 2010

Traceability

CaseTrace PTI'™

Case-level labeling and traceability in a very affordable one-time investment to
comply with PTI steps 1-5. Generates PTI-compliant GS1-128 style labels. Builds
and manages your GTIN catalog, including private label, and provides GTINs to
your retail customers.

v PTI Compliance v Case-Level Traceability v Stand-Alone Solution

FieldPack PTI

Case-level labeling in the field. Designed for ease of use and minimal-to-no labor
impact. Supported by ruggedized hardware for easy installation and operation in
trucks or on harvesters. Can tie critical case information to pallet IDs and share
that information forward to the cooler.

v' PTli Compliance v Case-Level Traceability v" Enhanced Field Data Collection

LabelTrace™

Iltem-level labeling and traceability without any startup costs. Promotes your
brand with mobile marketing capabilities and leverages your own Web site for
more enhanced consumer interaction. Builds tighter relationships with your
retail customers.

v’ Retailer Labeling Compliance v Enhanced Consumer Marketing v Requires No New Hardware

GTIN Sync

Manages your GTIN catalog across multiple computers. Adds GTIN-based
shipment reporting to CaseTrace PTI. Can substitute GTINs for out-of-stock
items, and interoperates with your other IT systems (ERP, WMS, etc.).

v" For Multiple Pack-Lines v Case-Level Traceability v Retailer Synchronization

www.TraceGainsPTl.com TraceGains'

(800) 287-8787 | info@tracegains.com | |} @tracegains Positively Assured Traceability
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South Carolina Report

Greetings from SC,

14 g i, .T P 1
) %4

Mark Williams and wife Lynn were excited to receive the item Hami Dicks congratulates Blair.
Our 38th annual SC Watermel on Association Conven- they purchasad ai the SCWA Auction.
tion was a huge success! We had record attendance - '
and avery profitable auction. Asaways the queen : 1
contest was the highlight of the weekend. Thisyear
the judges had the tough job of selecting our new
gueen from a group of 10 beautiful, qualified girls
from al over the state. Second-Runner Up this year
was Courtney Helms of Pelzer and First-Runner Up ¥ : ~
was Shelley Whipple of Greenville. Blair Boozer of Gerald Funderburk s such a wonderful supporter of the
West Columbia was selected as the 2010 SC Weater-
melon Queen. Sheisthe 22-year-old daughter of
Woody and Sandy Boozer and is a 2009 graduate of
the University of South Carolina. She was sponsored
by Lonnie Beach of Interstate Packers. Blair hasan
agricultural background and will be a great asset to
our association. Shewasthrilled to be given this new
job title and could not wait to get started!!

Blair began her year by attending the Georgia Water-
melon Association Convention in Cordele, GA. She
was thrilled to meet many of the other queens and past
gueens who were there. Even though the weekend
was rainy and cold everyone had ablast at the auction B = : _
Billy Jenkins proudly shows off his purchase at the SCWA The SC has-beens with Queen Blair.

and banquet. We would like to thank the GWA for Auction.
their hospitality!

We had awonderful timein Dallas for the National
Watermelon Association Convention. Thank you to
the NWA for ajob well done! Congratulationsto the
new NWA Queen Jessica Southerland. We look for-
ward to working with you thisyear! We would also
like to thank our 2009 SCWQ Summers Slaton for the
wonderful job she did representing us not only in Dal-
las, but al year long. We love you Summers and wish
you the very best!

- : | Yo
: bl )
Coming up for Blair will be the Florida Watermelon LY ‘*i 2
Convention and the Queen training in Las Vegas. Our L <N |
schedule isfilling up fast so please contact me with Thankcyou Connie Barvey for a1 o0 do to make the SCWA
any event you would like to have our queen attend.

Until next time,

Julie Murdock

SCWA Promotions Coordinator

Jewel Al12@charter.net

Stevie Still enjoys talking with two of the queen contestants. Summers thanks Louise O'Neal for her gift at the
NWA Auction.
p——————— The 2010 SCWQ Blair Boozer with 1st runner up Shelly Thank you Summers for all of your hard work!
%ﬂ —_— P E Whipple and 2nd runner up Courtney Helms.
‘:.\ -
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If You Can Grow It...
My Mom Can Label It!

SEEDED
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® Labels for all Produce
® Multiple Traceability Options
® Label Printers & Software and Case Labels
® Pallet Labels

Call us today to see how we can help you!

LABELS

MEI Labels
www.MelonTrace.com www.mellabels.com

Item Level Traceability 1-800-883-2176
Summer Keylon
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Texas Report

Another year behing us and a new watermelon season in
front of us, hopefully it will be bountiful for each of you.
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Thanks to NWA Queen Magie and Bill Wilson for luggage
bought at auction and given to Queen M:ariana.

| would like to say THANK Y OU to the NWA for the ser-
vice award, | was so honored and completely blown away
by it, speechless you might say and that does not happen to
me often.

| love and respect each and everyone of you.

Agrest big Thank You to our past Texas Queen Mollie .
Bennett...She has been aterrific waternelon queen, Mollie Mark Arney and Myron Harrison entertaing our group with
was always eager for each and every promotions and never g heTees canvenon

tired, of promoting the watermlons, beginning with asmile
and eding each promotion with asmile. Thank you Miss
Mollie...for agreat year of watermelon promotions.

CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR NEW 2010 TEXAS b

WATERMEL ON QUEEN: MARIANA PEREX. QUEEN '-,

MARIANA ATTENDS SCHOOL AT Texas State Uni- , e — » y
i . . . Thnds so much to this group, each year at our annual conven- Anita enjoying the tour of the“DALLAS SET".

versity in San Marcos, Texas. Marians saysthat sheis so tion they are aways ready to help.

excited to be the Texas Watermelon Queen because it isan

opportunity like no other, working for the association will

bring her the experience to be creative in Situations where

needed. Marianamajor istheatre and monor Horticulture.

We sould also like to say thank you to the Nationa Water-

melon Promotion Board for helping us have a very success-

ful year last year promoting watermelons all over Texas and

in Mexico Jody and Darren Wiggins present the 2010 NWA Queen with Richard visiting with the Hendersons.
) new luggage bought for her at the auction.

Thank to MarciaAdler and the NWPB Staff for setting up
S0 many watermelon promotions for Texas. We are looking
forward to another year of great promotions.

AND WOW, the Texas Deparatment of Agriculture, Com- —S g NP,
missioner Todd Staples, Richard De Los Santos, State Mar- 59\ i : ’
keting Coordinator for Horticulture, Produce, and Forestry Thanks o our past queensfor coming backto help a the
deserves much gratitude from the Texas Watermelon As-

sociation. We appreciate and thank them so much...We are
proud to use the GO TEXAS LOGO...

NWA Executivein
dunking booth at
NWA convention

Thanks to the NWA for agreat aconvention in Dallas, we
all enjoyed it so much, and to Bob it seemslike you have
raised the scale for the NWA CONVENION, so we all are

already looking forward to 2011 in San Diego... el % s

2010 Texas queen contestants

Wanda L etson

Thanksto Board
texaswatermel ons.com Member Pau
melonred@sbcglobal .net [l

faithful
auctioneer.

Queen Mollie
and our Texas
Department of
Agriculture
Commissioner

t_:\. - Tony Anderson welcomes NWA Maggie to texas. Todd Staples,
e

o
» i -~
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Pura Vida Farms 1s committed to |\|n=\iq|"1-:_'_ the highest
quality melons to retadlers and foodservice operators
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source for growing and shipping superior quality melons.

CALL US FOR YOUR MELON PROGRAM:
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Western Report

Press Release

Western Watermelon Association’s Annual Convention

Growers, packers and shippers of watermelons in the western United
States and Mexico meet to discuss current iIssues.

Las Vegas, NV - January 16, 2010 - The Western Watermelon Association
convened at the Paris Hotel in Las Vegas, NV on January 16, 2010. Growers,
packers and shippers came from across the western United States and Mexico
to discuss current issues in the watermelon industry.

The Western Watermelon Association saw a record attendance as the
association continues to grow. “The WWA'’s (Western Watermelon Association)
Annual Convention is always a great time and place to meet with other
growers, packers and shippers of watermelons to see how we can benefit our
industry as a whole,” said Ryan Van Groningen, sales manager, Van Groningen
& Sons. “Seed companies and packing supply representatives are also present
to discuss innovative new varieties and packaging supplies that will be hitting
the marketplace in the upcoming year.”

The WWA's Annual Convention also included many informative speakers. Jeff
Oberman, United Fresh Produce Association, spoke to the group about the
current programs they have in place to increase the consumption of fruits and
vegetables. Richard Molinar, farm advisor for the University of California, spoke
to the group about his research on mini personal size seedless watermelons.
Elliot Grant, Yottamark, spoke to the group about the new Produce
Traceability Initiative. Gordon Hunt, National Watermelon Promotion Board,
spoke to the group about the development of new markets to promote the
consumption of watermelons in the United States and across the world. Bob
Morrissey, National Watermelon Association, spoke to the group about the
upcoming National Watermelon Association convention that will be held in
Dallas, TX February 17 - 20, 2010.

To learn more about the Western Watermelon Association, please mail inquiries
to P.O. Box 6695, Nogales, AZ 85628.
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nunhems*

Nunhems:. more options,

Nunhems provides the watermelon industry with more choices in genetics and
a unique worldwide support network. Our complete lineup of hybrid water-
melon varieties includes Liberty, a market favorite and our newest variety,
Declaration. And with dedicated crop and customer teams focused on using
Nunhems’ global resources to benefit the local needs of our customers, it’s no
wonder we’ve earned our reputation as “the global specialist.”

Liberty & Declaration (Crimson Seedless)
Pixie & Vanessa (Mini-Seedless)
Revolution (Allsweet Seedless)

Fashion (Sugarbaby Seedless)

Montreal (Allsweet Seeded)

Boston (Jubilee Seedless)

Polimax (Pollenizer Supreme™)

(800)733-9505 | www.nunhemsusa.com
© 2010 Nunhems USA, Inc. Al rights reserved. the g|oba| Specianst




